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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

Town  of  Merrimac 


For  the  Year  Ending 
December  31,  1930 


AMESBURY,  MASS. 
Amesbury  Publishing  Co.,  Inc. 
1931 


Town  Officers 


Moderator 

Clarence  0.  Libby 

Selectmen  and  Board  of  Public  Welfare 

Andrew  0.  Nicol 

John  K.  Sargent 

Fred  H.  Stewart 


Harold  Whiting 
George  B.  Crofut 
Clifford  R.  Howe 


Assessors 


Term  expires  1933 
Term  expires  1932 
Term  expires  1931 


Town  Clerk 

D.  Edward  Flynn 

Tax  Collector 

A.  Raymond  Waterhouse 

Town  Treasurer 

Roy  C.  Journeay 

t  "  T 

Municipal  Water  Commissioners 

Richard  E.  Sargent  Term  expires  1933 

Louis  B.  Davis  Term  expires  1932 

John  Marshall  Term  expires  1931 

Municipal  Light  Commissioners 

Richard  E.  Sargent  Term  expires  1933 

Louis  B.  Davis  ..  Term  expires  1932 

John  Marshall  Term  expires  1931 
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Trustees  of  Cemeteries 


Clarence  0.  Libby 
Charles  A.  Lancaster 
Richard  A.  Sargent 

Trustees  of 

Laura  R.  Jewell 
F.  Leslie  Vicarro 
Frank  E.  Walker 
Abbie  W.  Sargent 
Alvin  F.  Heath 
John  B.  Judkins 

Trustees  of 

Richard  A.  Sargent 
Fred  A.  Reardon 
Herbert  C.  Mcllvin 


Term  expires  1933 
Term  expires  1932 
Term  expires  1931 

Public  Library 

Term  expires  1933 

r 

Term  expires  1933 
Term  expires  1932 
Term  expires  1932 
Term  expires  1931 
Term  expires  1931 

Kimball  Park 

Term  expires  1933 
Term  expires  1932 
Term  expires  1931 


Surveyors  of  Lumber  and  Measurers  of 
Wood  and  Bark 

John  E.  Currier  Byron  H.  Sargent 

Edgar  P.  Sargent 

Tree  Warden 

Charles  R.  Ford 

School  Committee 

Annie  W.  Hoyt  T.erm  expires  1933 

Harry  A.  Pease  Term  expires  1932 

Irving  M.  Manning  Term  expires  1931 

Chief  of  Police 

James  P.  Donahue 


Patrolman 

Leon  L.  Dow 
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Special  Police 

George  W.  Goldsmith  Alexander  M.  Sullivan 

Clarence  O.  Libby  Oran  W.  Burke 

James  F.  Pease  Obed  Skillings 

Edward  J.  O’Keefe  George  B.  Crofut 

Constables 

James  P.  Donahue  Leon  L.  Dow 

George  W.  Goldsmith 

Town  Accountant 

r  14  *  James  C.  Pease 

Inspector  of  Milk  and  Slaughtering 

Fred  H.  G.  Chase 

'\i  *  '  .  f 

f  * 

Inspector  of  Wiring 

.Vs’  D.  Edward  Flynn 

.  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

Harold  R.  Eastman 

t  .  t  .*  -  .  .  ♦ 

Moth  Superintendent 

Charles  R.  Ford 

Forest  Warden 

Aaron  A.  Hume 

Burial  Agent 

•  ,  •  Benjamin  C.  Flanders 


Sworn  Weighers 


Byron  H.  Sargent 
Edward  H.  Preble 


Alice  J.  Hoyt 
Walter  Stillings 


Engineers  of  Fire  Department 
Aaron  A.  Hume  Fred  0.  Bailey 


J.  Arthur  Ollis 


TOWN  REPORT 


5 


Superintendent  of  Streets 

Edward  C.  Emerson 

Town  Forest  Committee 

Charles  R.  Ford  Term  expires  1933 

James  T.  Colgan  Term  expires  1932 

Frank  N.  Rand  Term  expires  1931 

Registrars  of  Voters 

Mortimer  E.  Sullivan  J.  H.  Parker  Thornell 

George  W.  Berry  Isaac  A.  Williams. 

Town  Counsel 

F.  Leslie  Viccaro 
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List  of  Appropriations 


Appropriations  voted  at  the  annual  Town  meeting 
March  3,  1930. 

General  Government 
Moderator  - 
Selectmen 
Accountant 
Treasurer 

Tax:  Collector  for  1929 
Assessors 
Town  Counsel 
Town  Clerk 
Registrars  ■ 

Town  Hall  maintenance 
Town  Hall  repairs 
Bonding  Town  Officers 
Election  Officers 


Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 


Police  Department 

4,700.00 

Fire  Engineers 

200.00 

Fire  Department 

3,500.00 

Fire  Hose 

500.00 

Fire  Alarm  boxes 

431.00 

Hydrant  service 

1,029.60 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

100.00 

Inspector  of  Wiring 

100.00 

Moth  Department 

1,250.00 

Tree  Warden 

300.00 

Forest  Warden 

75.00 

Town  forest 

350.00 

$  15.00 

750.00 
1,100.00 
300.00 
775.00 
800.00 
100.00 
250.00 
125.00 
600.00 
100.00 
210.00 
225.00 
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Setting  out  trees  on  streets 

Health  and  Sanitation 
Board  of  Health 
Public  Health  Nurse 
Automobile  for  Health  Nurse 
Inspector  of  animals 
Inspector  of  slaughter 
Inspector  of  milk 

Essex  County  Tuberculosis  Hospital 
Highways 

Highway  Department 
Attitash  Avenue  Repairs 
Liberty  Street  repairs 
Sawyer  Street  repairs 
Rebuilding  Highland  Road 
Gravel  On  some  of  the  roads 
Snow  and  washouts 
Sidewalks,  railings,  bridges 
Permanent  sidewalks 
Rocks  Bridge 
Street  lights 

Cutting  bushes  on  roadside 

Charities 
State  Aid 
Public  Welfare 
Soldiers’  Relief 
Mothers’  Aid 

Schools  and  Public  Library 
School  Committee  salaries 
School  Department 
Public  Library 

Unclassified 

Memorial  Day  G.  A.  R. 


50.00 


500.00 

1,600.00 

625.00 

100.00 

50.00 

25.00 

994.98 


5,500.00 

500.00 

2,000.00 

300.00 

10,000.00 

2,000.00 

2,500.00 

500.00 

1,000.00 

800.00 

1,918.81 

200.00 


125.00 

8,500.00 

2,000.00 

450.00 


175.00 

29,8825.00 

1,250.00 


100.00 
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Memorial  Day  American  Legion 

Printing 

Miscellaneous 

Lighting  Town  buildings 

Water  in  Town  buildings 

Insurance 

Reserve  fund 

Interest 

Tercentenary  Celebration 
Haverhill  school  tuition 

Public  Enterprises 

Water  extension  (Hartwell) 
Water  extension  (Wilson) 
Water  extension  (Sargent) 
Cemeteries 


100.00 

400.00 

800.00 

436.38 

100.00 

1,915.45 

1,000.00 

600.00 

600.00 

165.00 


1,743.00 

185.35 

447.75 

1,400.00 


$101,367.32 
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Appropriations  Recommended  for  1931 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

The  following  appropriations  are  recommended 

for  the  year  1931 : 

General  Government 

Moderator 

$  15.00 

Selectmen 

750.00 

Accountant 

1,100.00 

Treasurer 

300.00 

Tax  Collector  1929 

790.00 

Assessors 

800.00 

Town  Counsel 

100.00 

Town  Clerk 

250.00 

Registrars 

125.00 

Town  Hall  maintenance 

700.00 

Town  Hall  repairs 

500.00 

Bonding  Town  Officers 

115.00 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 

Police  Department 

4,200.00 

Fire  Engineers 

200.00 

Fire  Department 

3,400.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

100.00 

Inspector  of  wiring 

100.00 

Moth  Department 

1,100.00 

Tree  Warden 

250.00 

Forest  Warden 

75.00 

Town  forest 

200.00 

Health  and  Sanitation 

Board  of  Health 

1,000.00 
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Public  Health  Nurse 

1,450.00 

Inspector  of  animals 

100.00 

Inspector  of  slaughtering 

50.00 

Inspector  of  milk 

25.00 

Essex  Co.  T.  B.  hospital 

682.02 

Essex  Co.  T.  B.  hospital,  proportionate 

cost  of  addition  to  buildings 

408.63 

Highways 

Highway  Department 

5,500.00 

Snow  and  washouts 

2,500.00 

Sidewalks,  railings,  bridges 

500.00 

Permanent  sidewalks 

1,000.00 

Rocks  Bridge 

650.00 

Street  lights 

2,000.00 

Cutting  brush  on  roadside 

200.00 

Charities 

State  Aid 

200.00 

Public  Welfare 

10,000.00 

Soldiers’  Relief 

V  t 

3,500.00 

Schools  and  Libraries 

School  Committee  salaries 

175.00' 

School  Department 

29,825.00 

Vocational  training 

200.00 

Fublic  Library 

1,000.00 

Unclassified 

Memorial  Day  (G.  A.  R.) 

100.00 

Memorial  Day  (Am.  Legion) 

100.00 

Printing 

350.00 

Miscellaneous 

800.00 

Lighting  Town  buildings 

383.30 

Insurance  ,  , 

1,500.00 

Reserve  fund 

1,000.00 

TOWN  REPORT 
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Interest 

Cemeteries 


£00.00 

1,400.00 


$82,578.05 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  K.  SARGENT 
GEORGE  F.  WILDE 
EVERETT  L.  JEWELL, 
HOWARD  C.  LOVELL, 

F.  LESLIE  VIC  CARO 

Appropriation  Committee. 


■  i  >,  \ 

•  ‘  v  '  v  V  > 
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Selectmen’s  Report 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

The  past  year  has  been  a  busy  one  for  the  Se¬ 
lectmen.  .Several  unusual  projects  have  required 
attention  this  year. 

Highland  Road 

The  Highland  Road  has  been  rebuilt  with  a 
gravel  base  and  tarvia  top.  With  another  coat  of 
tarvia  this  Spring  this  ought  to  make  a  road  that 
will  last  several  years.  This  road  was  rebuilt  with 
the  aid  of  the  County  and  State  at  an  expense  of 
$29,117.67. 


Liberty  Street 

Last  Spring  Mr.  Walker  of  the  Walker  Body 
Company  offered  to  pay  $500.00  towards  building 
a  macadam  road  on  Liberty  Street.  This  road  has 
been  built  and  is  a  much  needed  improvement.  The 
cost  was  $2,491.55,  the  town  paying  $1,994.95  and 
Mr.  Walker  $500.00. 

Highway  Department 

The  work  in  this  department  has  been  conduct¬ 
ed  about  the  same  as  in  past  years.  With  the  $2,000. 
00  appropriated  for  gravel  we  are  able  to  do  quite 
a  lot  of  gravelling.  More  oiling  was  done  last  year 
than  in  other  years.  On  the  whole  we  feel  that  the 
roads  are  in  very  good  condition.  We  recommend 
that  $2,000.00  be  appropriated  this  year  in  addition 
to  the  regular  highway  appropriation. 
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Permanent  Sidewalks 

Cement  sidewalks  were  built  on  Woodland, 
Prospect,  Church,  East  Main,  and  Mechanics  streets. 
Mr.  Judkins  and  others  on  Woodland  Street  offered 
to  build  a  cement  walk  on  Woodland  Street  if  the 
town  would  reimburse  them  at  the  rate  of  $0.65  per 
square  yard,  this  being  about  the  price  of  a  concrete 
walk. 

The  other  walks  were  built  by  the  town  with 
some  reimbursements  from  the  abutters.  736 
square  yards  were  built  this  year. 

Public  Welfare 

This  department  is  one  that  requires  a  great 
deal  of  attention.  With  the  present  amount  of  un¬ 
employment  there  have  been  many  who  have  been 
obliged  to  apply  for  aid.  Many  times  it  is  hard  to 
tell  just  how  much  aid  to  give  a  family  so  that  there 
shall  be  no  suffering.  We  try  at  all  times  to  be  fair 
to  the  party  receiving  aid  and  to  the  town  which  is, 
furnishing  the  funds. 

Unemployment 

At  a  special  Town  Meeting  $2,500.00  was  voted 
to  be  used  to  give  work  to  the  unemployed  provided 
the  State  would  give  a  like  amount.  This  gave 
$5,000.00  to  be  used  for  those  who  are  in  need  of 
work.  With  this  money  the  Selectmen  have  been 
able  to  give  many  of  the  unemployed  a  chance 
to  earn  enough  to  get  along  with  so  that  they  have 
not  been  obliged  to  call  for  aid. 

Selectmen’s  Rooms 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  $3,500.00  was  ap¬ 
propriated  for  the  purpose  of  remodeling  the  old 
Library  Rooms  to  be  used  by  the  Selectmen  and 
Police  Department.  We  feel  that  this  money  has 
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been  wisely  spent  so  that  now  we  have  two  well 
furnished  and  equipped  rooms.  We  wish  to  thank 
the -citizens  for  the  appropriation  and  can  assure 
the  citizens  that  these  rooms  are  very  much  appre¬ 
ciated  by  those  who  use  them. 

ANDREW  O.  NICOL 
JOHN  K.  SARGENT 
FRED  H.  STEWART 


Selectmen  of  Merrimac. 
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Report  of  the  Town  Accountant 


Merrimac,  Mass.,  December  31,  1930. 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Merrimac,  Mass. 

Gentlemen : 

The  Financial  Report  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac 
ending  December  31,  1930  is  herein  presented. 

The  report  is  in  accord  with  the  system  install¬ 
ed  by  the  Division  of  Accounts  Department  of  Corp¬ 
orations  and  Taxation. 

I  express  herewith  my  appreciation  of  the  co¬ 
operation  and  courteous  assistance  rendered  by  you 
and  all  the  other  officials  of  the  Town  in  complying 
with  the  requirements  of  our  system. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


JAMES  C.  PEASE, 
Town  Accountant. 


RECEIPTS 


Taxes 


Year  1928 — Town 
Year  1929 — Town 
Year  1930 — Town 
Income  Tax  1929 


$  540.69 

13,114.01 
51,535.73 


Commonwealth 
'Corporation  Tax  1929  Public 


667.00 


Service — Commonwealth 


.34 
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Corporation  Tax  1929,  Business 

Commonwealth  126.63 

National  Bank  Tax,  1929 

Commonwealth  18.86 

Corporation  Tax,  1930,  Public 

Service — Commonwealth  318.28 
Corporation  Tax,  1930,  Business 

Commonwealth  2042.60 

Income  Tax,  1930, 

Commonwealth  8640.00 

Income  Tax  1930,  School  Fund 

Commonwealth  3475.00 

National  Bank  Tax,  1930 

Commonwealth  72.05 

Veterans  Exemption,  1930, 

Commonwealth  68.71 

- $80,619.90 

Licenses 

Filling  station  $23.00 

Dance  60.00 

Pool  6.00 

Milk  8.00 

Victualer  17.00 

Revolver  7.50 

Taxi  3.00 

Auctioneers  6.00 

Undertaker  1.00 

Oleo  1.00 

Innholder  2.00 

Parade  1.00 

Kerosene  1.00 

Auto  dealer  10.00 

Pasteurizing  milk  10.00 

Beauty  parlor  1.00 

Picnic  2.00 
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IT 


50.00 
5.00 
16.00 
3.00 
25.00 
1.00 

-  $259.50 

Fines 

Court  $497.00 

Library  91.83 

-  $588.83 

Gifts 

$2,855.18 
483.34 
264.89 

156.14 

- $3,759.55 

Special  Assessments 

$  .85 

28.90 
209.51 

- -  $239.26 

Privileges 

Motor  Excise  Tax  1929  $1,221.73 

Motor  Excise  Tax  1930  3,921.74 

-  $5,143.47 

General  Government 

Town  Hall  Rents  $118.00 

Town  Offices  Rents  626.50 


For  Expenses : 
Moth  1928 
Moth  1929 
Moth  1930 


Grants  and 

From  State : 

School  Fund 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
Tuition  of  State  Wards 
From  County: 

Dog  licenses 


Buses 

Junk 

Pedlers 

Alcohol 

Moving  picture 
Garage 


$744.50 
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Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 

Sealers  Fees  $48.27 

Moth  12.50 


Health  and  Sanitation 

From  State : 

Tuberculosis  subsidy  $202.14 

Health  Nurse 

Nursing  Fees  286.62 

Sanitation : 


Reimbursement  for  covering 
well 


Highways 

From  State : 

Gypsy  moths  on  highway  $ 
Reimbursement  under 
Chapter  81 
Reimbursement  under 
Chapter  90 
From  other  sources : 

Sale  of  Tile 
Use  of  Tractor 
Use  of  Truck 
Reimbursement  for  labor 
Reimbursement  for  barrel 


5.00 


26.55 

3,100.00 

16,779.75 

6.80 

22.20 

3.75 

30.00 

1.10 


$60.77 


$493.76 


$19,970.15 


Sidewalks 

From  Individuals: 

Abutter  on  Mechanic  Street 

Charities 

Reimbursements  for  relief 
given  from  Public  Welfare 
State 


$40.85 


$40.85 


$1,741.19 
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■Cities  and  Towns 

654.42 

Individuals 

522.17 

Mothers’  Aid: 

State 

170.00 

Town 

158.12 

Soldiers’  Benefits: 

State  Aid  1929 

150.00 

$3,395.90 

Public  Library : 

Sale  of  books  and  fixtures 

45.35 

$45.35 

Light  Department 

Sale  of  Light 

$18,150.88 

Sale  of  Power 

6,277.35 

Pole  Rentals 

24.05 

Sale  of  Lamps,  etc. 

1,146.75 

Use  of  Truck 

117.33 

Insurance 

105.75 

Miscellaneous 

131.04 

$25,953.15 

Water  Department 

Water  Rates 

$9,899.59 

Repairing  service  pipe 

120.07 

Laying  service  pipe 

379.44 

Miscellaneous 

89.20 

From  Light  Department: 

Rent  of  Station 

$  350.00 

Station  Wages 

588.00 

Office  Expenses 

30.80 

Pay  Rolls 

1,292.10 

$12,749.20 

Cemeteries 

Sale  of  Lot 

35.00 

$35.00 
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Interest 


$338.77 

634.33 


$973.10 


Loans 

Anticipation  of  Revenue  $45,000.00  $45,000.00* 

Agency  Trust  and  Investment 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care 

Deposits  $  850.00 

Income  used  for  care  of  lots  409.00 

Public  Library  Deposits 

T.  H.  Hoyt  Fund,  principal  22,455.02 
T.  H.  Hoyt  Fund,  income  800.00 

Kimball  Park  Deposits 

Income  used  for  care  186.25 

War  Memorial  Deposit 

principal  used  for  purchase 

of  lot  of  land  1601.45 


$26,301.72 


Highway  Contract  Deposit 
Reimbursement  made  to 


contractor 

100.00 

$100.00 

Town  Forest 

From  sale  of  wood 

121.25 

$121.25- 

Refunds 

Treasurer 

$30.99 

Collector 

9.00 

Electric  Light  Department 

8.45 

Selectmen 

3.25 

$51. 6^ 
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Transfers 

Electric  Light  Department 

Surplus  maintenance  8,000.00  $8,000.00 

Total  Receipts  $234,646.90 

Cash  balance,  January  1,  1930  18,449.24 

- $253,096.14 


EXPENDITURES 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Legislative 

Salaries  and  Wages: 

Moderator  15.00  $15.00 


Selectmen’s  Department 

Salaries  and  Wages: 

Chairman  $450.00 

Other  two  300.00 

-  $750.00 


Accounting  Department 

Salaries  and  Wages: 

Accountant  1,100.00  $1,100.00 

Treasurer’s  Department 

Salaries  and  Wages  300.00  $300.00 


Collector’s  Department 

Salaries  and  Wages: 

Tax  Collector  for  1929  on 

account  615.00 


$615.00 


Assessors’  Department 

Salaries  and  Wages: 

Clerk  $321.40 

Other  two  478.60 


$800.00 
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Law  Department 

Salaries  and  Wages: 

Town  Counsel  100.00 


$100.00’ 


Town  Clerk’s 

Department 

Salaries  and  Wages: 

Town  Clerk 

270.84 

Election  and 

Registration 

Salaries  and  Wages: 

Election  Officers 

$340.00 

Registrars 

129.16 

Bonding  Town  Officers 

Light  Department  Collector  $  20.00 

Town  Clerk 

10.00 

Treasurer 

60.00 

Tax  Collector 

120.00 

Other  Finance  Accounts 

Certification  of  Town  Notes  10.00 

Town  Hall  Maintenance 

Salaries  and  Wages: 

Janitor 

$316.00 

Extra 

41.10 

Other  expenses : 

Fuel 

395.21 

Light  Bulbs 

13.63 

Piano  Cover 

8.50 

Boiler  Inspection 

5.00 

Gas  Heater 

17.50 

Janitor  Supplies 

52.80 

Equipment  Repairs 

17.00 

$270.84 


$469.16 


$210.00 

$10.00, 


$866.74 
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Town  Hall  Repairs 


Cleaning  Chimneys 

$  20.00 

Repairing  Chimneys 

43.75 

Painting  Office  fronts 

150.00 

Painting  Steel  Ceilings,  Floors 

and  Walls 

78.00 

Lumber  for  Coal  Bins 

20.13 

Labor  on  Coal  Bins  and  Cellar 

45.00 

Labor,  removing  refuse 

14.02 

Painting  office  sign 

15.00 

Installing  Gas  Heating 

38.25 

Installing  Water  Connection 

5.94 

. 

Installing  Lights  in  cellar 

7.88 

Repairs  on  doors  and  windows 

72.99 

$510.97 

Total  for  General  Government 

$6,017.71 

REMODELING  TOWN  OFFICES 


General  Government  Departments 


Advertising  for  bids 

$  5.50 

Vault  door  and  frame 

65.00 

Hauling  vault  door 

.2.00 

- — 

Plans  and  specifications  (vault) 

30.00 

Plans  and  specifications, 

(heating) 

50.00 

Inside  painting  (contract) 

160.00 

Painting  (extra) 

22.20 

Heating  (contract) 

965.00 

Heating  (extra) 

61.70 

Vault  (contract) 

775.00 

Steel  Ceiling  (front  room) 

76.00 

Steel  Ceiling  (rear  room) 

44.00 

Carpenter  (contract) 

315.50 

Carpenter  (extra) 

42.95 

Plumbing  (contract) 

187.50 
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Electric  wiring  (contract)  291.32 

Cleaning  rooms  and  moving  6.00 

Police  Department 

Cutting  wall  and  setting  window  27.40 
Installing  lavatory  35.00 

Wiring  37.30 

Painting  50.00 

Furniture  78.00 

Carpenter  172.30 

Total  for  remodeling  town  offices -  $3,499.67 


Furnishing  Town  Offices 

Furniture  $273.00 

Total  for  furnishing  town  offices -  $273.00 


Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 

Police  Department: 

Salaries  and  wages: 

Chief  $2,000.00 

Night  patrol  1,825.00 

Special  police  501.00 

-  $4,326.00 


« 

Other  expenses: 


Transportation 

$195.58 

Telephone 

53.80 

Posting  warrants 

15.00 

Attorneys  fees 

5.00 

Meals  and  care  of  prisoners 

12.65 

Street  painting 

34.30 

Office  equipment 

33.16 

Postage 

.47 

Sign  (glass  and  lettering) 

7.40 

Supplies 

16.40 

$373.76 


$4,699.76 
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Fire  Department 


Salaries  and  Wages: 


Engineers 

$  200.00 

Clerk 

10.00 

Superintendent  of  fire  alarm 

125.00 

Stewards 

110.00 

Call  men 

1,985.50 

$2,430.50 

Equipment  and  repairs: 

Tires 

$158.00 

Sirens 

76.10 

Windshields 

20.00 

Badges 

27.47 

Masks 

20.81 

2  horse  sled 

15.00 

Battery 

14.75 

Nickel  plating 

2.50 

$334.63: 

Fuel 

$343.68 

$343.68 

Fire  alarm  box  repairs : 

Glass  fuses 

$  23.08 

2  second  hand  fire  alarm 

boxes 

130.00 

Linemen 

53.45 

$206.5a 

Maintenance  of  buildings: 

Wiring 

$73.45 

Repairs 

4.06 

Light  bulbs 

4.40 

Paint  and  brushes 

5.60 

$87.51 

Other  expenses: 

Chemicals 

$87.25 

Stamps 

1.00 
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Telephone 

39.10 

Operators’  license 

2.00 

Motor  expense 

83.16 

Supplies 

26.33 

Decoration  for  Tercentenary 

12.00 

Fire  Hose 

500  feet  chemical  hose 

$500.00 

Fire  Alarm  Boxes 

2  alarm  boxes 

$130.00 

Express 

4.80 

Iron  wire 

119.81 

Freight 

5.96 

Trucking 

1.00 

Telephone 

.25 

Labor 

143.00 

Parts 

9.15 

Moth  Department 

Salaries  and  wages: 

Superintendent 

$467.25 

Labor 

466.62 

Other  expenses 

Teams 

$  73.50 

Shop  rent 

52.00 

150  feet  hose 

25.00 

Arsenate  of  Lead 

119.85 

Transportation 

16.80 

Supplies 

1.18 

$250.84 

<  -> 

$3,653.69 

$500.00 


$413.97 

$933.87 


$288.33 
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Labor 
Horse  hire 
Primer 


Tree  Warden 

$274.76  • 

17.00 

6.00 

- —  $297.76 


Setting  out  Trees  on  Streets 

Labor  $57.25 

Horse  hire  2.00 

'  -  $59.25 


Town  Forest 

Labor  326.00 

Express  on  trees  3.35 

Gate  10.90 

-  $340.25 


Labor 

Supplies 


Salary 


Forest  Warden 

$106.00 

31.42 

-  $137.42 


Inspector  of  Wiring 

$100.00  $100.00 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

Salary  $100.00  $100.00 


Total  for  protection  of  persons  and 

property  $11,524.30 


HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

Board  of  Health 

Quarantine  and  contagious  diseases: 
Quarantine 

Other  cities  and  towns  $  50.00 
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Tuberculosis 

Board  and  treatment  at 
Essex  Sanitarium  923.00 

Other  expenses 

Burying  dead  animals  5.00 

- $978.00* 

Sanitation 

Labor  on  drains  $58.85  $58.85 


Public  Health  Nurse 


Salary  $1, 

,348.34 

Office  rent  (Jan.  1  to  Aug.  1) 

77.50 

Light  (Jan.  1  to  Aug.  1) 

3.60 

Garage  rent  (Nov.  1  to  Dec.  31) 

9.50 

Supplies 

1.55 

Telephone 

.25 

Postage 

4.84 

Motor  expense 

76.54 

-  $1,522.12: 

Inspection 

Inspector  of  animals  $200.00 

Inspector  of  slaughter  100.00 

Inspector  of  milk  50.00 

-  $350.00 

Essex  County  Tuberculosis  Hospital 

Assessment  of  the  cost  and  expenses 

of  constructing  an  addition  $390.88  $390.88 

Assessment  of  the  cost  of 

maintenance  for  1929  $604.10  $604,10 

Automobile  for  Public  Health  Nurse* 

Standard  Coupe,  $590  less  $100 

allowance  on  old  car  $490.00 
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Lettering  on  door  panels  14.50 


Total  for  health  and  sanitation 

Highways 


General  administration : 

Superintendent  $  760.80 

Other  expenses 

Labor  4,323.15 

Use  of  trucks  and  teams  902.85 

New  equipment  81.11 

Repairs  on  equipment  58.82 

Motor,  expense  322.68 

Gravel  150.22 

Cement  24.85 

Sand  76.15 

Stone  7.00 

Culverts,  pipe,  grates,  frames  284.45 
Cold  patch  152.29 

Liquid  asphalt  799.62 

Asphalt  binder  45.50 

Tarvia  B  869.30 

Tarvia  K.  P.  163.36 

Store  house  supplies  8.92 

Supplies  26.20 

Fuel  20.75 

Motor  oil  31.86 


Labor 

Motor  expense 
Fuel 

Trucking 

Supplies 


Snow  Removal 

$1,968.35 

349.73 

75.73 

25.00 

18.63 


$504.50 


$4,408.45 


$9,109.88 


$2,437.44 
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Sidewalks,  Railings,  Bridges 


Labor  $252.95 

Surveying  3.63 

Woodland  and  Grove  streets  204.10 

Cold  Patch  13.36 

200  feet  road  guard  52.00 

Fence  rail  1.80 

Supplies  .28 


$528.12: 


Permanent  Sidewalks 


Woodland  Street  111.80 

Church  and  Mechanics  streets  650.00 
East  Main  Street  73.83 

Prospect  Street  139.68 


Curbing  $23.55 


$975.31 

$23.55 


Total  for  general  highways 


$13,074.30 


Special  Highways 

Under  Chapter  90 

Labor  $1,384.30 

Gravel  21.20 

Truck  repairs  19.75 

Supplies  9.25 


Gravel,  on  some  of  the  roads 


Birch  Meadow  $981.10 

Bear  Hill  979.00 

Checking  loads  34.75 


Attitash  Avenue  repairs 

Labor  $  96.00 

Team  shovel  190.00 


$1,434.50 


$1,994.85 
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Trucks  and  drivers 

210.00 

r 

Liberty  Street  repairs 

Contract 

$1,991.55 

Sawyer  Street  repairs 

Labor 

$179.75 

200  feet  10  inch  pipe 

84.00 

Cement* 

16.25 

Mixer 

3.50 

Rebuilding  Highland  Road 

Fees  for  filing  petition  $ 

6.00 

Publishing,  serving,  posting 

petition 

53.40 

Advertising  for  bids 

13.20 

Publishing  notice  to 

contractors 

13.75 

Tallyman 

420.00 

Stakes  and  milling 

9.50 

Land  damage 

480.00 

Transportation  in  re  land 

damage 

1.60 

Catch  basin  grate  and  frame 

12.30 

112  guard  rail  posts 

140.00 

Express  on  posts 

55.10 

Express  on  sign  post 

1.04 

Cold  patch 

26.72 

Labor 

10.75 

Contract  (on  account) 

22,387.32 

Cutting  bushes  on  roadside 

Labor 

$175.00 

Horse  hire 

20.00 

Supplies 

2.30 

$496.00 

$1,991.55 

$283.50 


$23,630.68 


$197.30 
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Rocks  Bridge 

Assessment  for  maintenance 

for  1929  $707.66 

Total  for  special  highways 

CHARITIES 

Public  Welfare  Department 

Outside  relief  by  the  Town: 


Groceries  and  provisions  $4,258.75 
Coal  and  wood  816.16 

Board  and  care  3,926.25 

Medicine  and  medical 

attendance  580.95 

Rent  1,619.65 

Clothing  114.53 

Transportation  21.00 

Burial  41.50 

Other  towns — food  330.40 

City  hospitals  1,251.00 

State  institutions  1,233.13 

Cash  42.94 


Mothers’  Aid 


Rent  $12.00 

Soldiers’  Benefits 

State  aid  $154.00 

Soldiers’  Relief 

Groceries  and  provisions  $3,105.00 

Coal  and  wood  343.75 

Rent  769.25 

Medicine  and  medical 

attendance  258.86 


$707.66 

$30,736.04 


$14,236.26 

$12.00 

$154.00 
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Burial 

78.69 

Clothing 

3.95 

$4,559.50 

Total  for  charities 

$18,961.76 

SCHOOLS 

General 

School  Committee  salaries 

$175.00 

School  Superintendent  salary 

750.00 

School  Superintendent 

secretary 

250.00 

School  Superintendent 

expenses 

249.95 

Law  enforcement 

54.00 

School  census 

25.00 

School  physician 

50.00 

School  Committee  expenses 

23.04 

$1,576.99 

Teachers’  salaries 

High  $ 

7,391.00 

Elementary  10,948.50 

High  special 

150.00 

Elementary  special 

600.00 

$19,089.50 

Text  books  and  supplies 

High : 

Text  and  reference  books 

$297.60 

Supplies 

597.03 

$894.63 

Elementary : 

Text  and  reference  books 

$607.76 

Supplies 

499.07 

$1,106.83 

—  • 

Transportation  $2,755.23 

$2,755.23 
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Janitor  services 


High 

$400.00 

Elementary 

880.00 

$1,280.00 

Fuel 

High 

$225.00 

Elementary 

821.27 

$1,046.27 

Maintenance  of  building 

and  grounds 

• 

High 

Repairs 

$106.32 

Janitor  supplies 

41.13 

General  cleaning 

139.78 

X 

287.23 

Elementary 

Repairs 

$1,135.95 

Janitor’s  supplies 

59.03 

General  cleaning 

344.81 

$1,539.79 

Furniture  and  fixtures 

$224.44 

$224.44 

Health 

Health  Nurse 

$275.00 

Supplies 

21.52 

$296.52 

Tuition-Elementary 

$30.00 

$30.00 

Other  expenses 

High 

.50 

Elementary 

5.39 

$5.89 

Total  for  schools 


$30,133.31 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

Salaries 


Librarian  $450.00 

Books  and  periodicals 


Books 

622.63 

Periodicals 

34.42 

Book  binding 

77.76 

Expense  of  operating 

Fuel 

167.48 

•  - 

Janitor 

130.50 

Janitor  supplies 

39.25 

Other  expenses 

Librarian  expenses 

8.45 

Letter  heads,  labels,  envelopes  23.68 

••  /.  -  . 

Moving  furniture 

5.00 

Post  office  box  rent 

.20 

Decorating  for  Tercentenary 

5.00 

$1,564.37 

Total  for  libraries 

o  ■■ 

$1,564,37 

Thomas  H.  Hoyt  Public  Library  Fund 

General  contract  (balance)  $14,988,70 

Electric  contract  (balance) 

133.40 

Sewer  excavation 

364.50 

Architect  (balance) 

1,510.65 

Automatic  water  heater 

120.00 

. : »  ■ 

Plumbing  contract 

335.00 

Stained  glass  windows 

1,776.00 

Furniture 

1,639.55 

Shrubs 

750.00 

Electrical  fixtures 

656.00 

Curtains 

173.25 

Setting  bounds 

5.40 

Office  supplies 

116.05 
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Janitors  supplies  110.26 

Furniture  and  fixtures  224.73 

Dedication  expenses  56.25 

Electrical  7.30 

Labor  on  grounds  12.56 

Waxing  floors  11.79 

Moving  to  new  quarters  53.88 


Public  Library  General  Account 
T.  H.  Hoyt  Trust  Fund 
Total  for  Thomas  H.  Hoyt 
Trust  Fund 


RECREATION 


Kimball  Park 

Labor 

$  65.00 

Shrubs 

121.25 

Total  for  recreation 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Memorial  Day 

American  Legion 

$100.00 

Grand  Army  of  Republic 

100.00 

War  Memorial  Fund 

Purchase  of  memorial  lot 

$1,601.45 

Printing 

1930  Town  Reports 

$178.20 

Elections 

348.15 

Registration 

25.90 

Assessors 

47.00 

Selectmen 

6.50 

Town  Clerk 

28.05 

Light 

33.00 

$23,045.27 

317.05 

213.80 

$23,594.12 

$186.25 

$200.00 

$1,601.45 


$666.80 
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Insurance 


Nurse  automobile 

$  42.18 

Town  buildings 

628.00 

Highway  truck 

48.90 

Tractor 

22.50 

Firemen 

243.75 

Workmen's  compensation 

371.69 

Public  library 

493.75 

Tax  collector 

27.50 

Fire  truck 

57.80 

Motor  pump 

36.45 

mcentenary  celebration 

American  Legion 

$  50.00 

Address 

25.00 

Essay  prize 

5.00 

Parade  prizes 

75.00 

Sport  prises 

25.00 

Band 

253.50 

Orchestra  for  dance 

21.00 

Erecting  stand 

30.0.0 

Decorating 

35.00 

Marshal  (parade) 

10.00 

Corn  meal  for  dance 

1.18 

Orange  Aid  and  cups 

5.60 

1000  programs 

9.00 

Expense  of  committee 

13.13 

Meals 

5.00 

$1,972.52 


$563.41 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Selectmen 

Telephone 

Transportation 

Supplies 


$109.97 

83.60 

29.62 


$223.19 
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Advertising  bus  hearing 

$10.50 

$10.50 

Accountant 

Supplies 

$32.37 

$32.37 

Treasurer 

Stationery,  supplies,  postage 

$125.97 

$125.97 

Town  Clerk 

Recording  births,  deaths, 

marriages 

$132.50 

Qualifying  officers 

25.75 

Supplies 

14.22 

$172.47 

Assessors 

Poll  lists 

$50.00 

Deeds,  abstracts,  etc. 

42.68 

Supplies 

48.15 

$140.83 

Tax  Collector 

Stationery  and  postage 

$67.47 

$67.47 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

Transportation 

$45.20 

Repairs  on  weights 

10.50 

Supplies 

19.86 

Registration 

2.00 

$77.56 

Health 

Repairing  drinking  fountain 

in  Merrimac  Square 

$14.52 

$14.52 

Reserve  Fund 

Town  Hall  maintenance 

$266.74 

Town  Hall  repairs 

410.97 

Town  Clerk 

20.84 

Registrars  of  voters 

4.16 

Setting  out  trees  on  streets 

9.25 
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Inspector  of  animals 

100.00 

Inspector  of  slaughter 

50.00 

Inspector  of  milk 

25.00 

Sidewalks,  railings,  bridges 

28.12 

Insurance 

57.07 

Soldiers  relief 

27.85 

$1,000.00 

Haverhill  tuition 

Tuition  1928  and  1929 

$165.00 

$165.00 

Total  for  unclassified 

$7,034.06 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  ENTERPRISES 

Electric  Light  Department 

Administration 

Commissioners 

$  75.00 

Manager 

1,270.10 

Collector 

1,040.00 

Collector’s  assistant 

780.00 

Care  of  office 

52.00 

Stationery  and  postage 

279.70 

Printing 

83.15 

Office  supplies 

55.73 

Municipal  light  association 

dues 

15.00 

Rent  of  office  to  Town 

163.25 

Furniture 

152.75 

Repairs  of  office 

660.19 

$4,626.87 

Station 

To  Water  Department 

Rent  of  station  $ 

350.00 

Station  wages 

588.00 

Current  purchased 

14,900.26 

$15,838.26 
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TOWN  REPORT 


Construction 


Meters 

$399.01 

Transformers 

190.31 

Street  lines 

404.10 

Repairing  lines 

888.00 

General 

Labor 

$  458.64 

Lamps 

536.20 

Merchandise 

1,990.00 

Wire 

275.62 

Freight 

46.06 

Motor  expenes 

198.55 

Insurance 

364.01 

Municipal  light  tax 

8.45 

Depreciation  fund  deposited 

in 

Savings  Bank 

1,945.31 

Office  expense,  to  Water 

Department 

$30.80 

Total  for  Electric  Light  Dept. 

Water  Department 

Administration 

Commissioners 

$  75.00 

Superintendent 

799.70 

Collector 

520.00 

Telephone 

57.10 

Care  of  office 

52.00 

Fuel  for  office 

96.19 

Collector’s  expense 

7.80 

Rent  of  office  to  Town 

163.25 

Printing 

90.23 

$1,881.42 


$5,822.84 

$30.80 

$28,200.19 


$1,861.33 
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General 


Labor 

$2,805.57 

Supplies 

1,436.52 

Light  Department,  repairs 

117.33 

Light  Department,  office 

expense 

54.90 

Light  Department,  insurance  105.75 

Repairs 

125.51 

Freight  and  trucking 

111.79 

Pipe 

143.56 

Hydrants 

139.66 

Pumping  Station 

Engineers 

$1,820.00 

Fuel 

1,167.59 

Oil  and  waste 

37.37 

Repairs 

100.92 

Stock  and  labor 

469.38 

Total  for  Water  Department 

Cemeteries 

Salaries  and  wages 

$1,321.03 

Other  expenses 

Equipment 

14.6.0 

Supplies 

64.37 

Total  for  cemeteries 

Interest 

Temporary  loans 

Anticipation  loans 

$430.88 

Public  service  loans 

Water  420.00 

Total  for  interest  - 


$5,040.59 


$3,595.26 


$10,497.18 


$1,400.00 


$850.88 
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TOWN  REPORT 


Municipal  Indebtedness 

Temporary  Loans 

Anticipation  of  revenue  $30,000.00 

Public  Service  Loans  3,500.00 

Total  for  Municipal 

Indebtedness  - 

Agency,  Trust  and  Investment 


Agency 

State  tax  $2,520.00 

County  tax  4,447.50 

Auditing  municipal  accounts 

tax  51.93 

State  Highway  tax  446.20 

Municipal  light  tax  8.45 

Snow  removal  on  State 

Highway  tax  167.25 


Advertising  tax  sales  41.30 


Collector’s  deeds  and  affidavit  9.35 

Filing  disclaimers  (tax  titles)  15.21 

Advertising  gasolene  permit 

hearing  3.25 

Sanitation  4.94 

Town  forest  343.98 


Trust 

Cemetery  perpetual  care, 

deposits  $  650.00 

Public  Library,  income 

deposits  1,125.00 

Public  Library,  T.  H.  Hoyt 

unexpended  deposit  231.80 


Total  for  Agency,  Trust 
and  Investment 


$33,500.00 


$7,641.33 


$418.03 


$2,006.80 


$10,066.16 
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Refunds 


Taxes  1929 

$  3.50 

Taxes  1924  to  1929  inch 

48.62 

Motor  Excise  1929 

3.54 

Motor  Excise  1930 

7.25 

Deposit  on  road  contract 
Electric  light  maintenance 

100.00 

surplus 

Total  for  refunds 

8,000.00 

$8,162.91 


$243,684.67 


Less  Transfers 

Reserve  fund  to  various 

departments  $1,000.00 

T.  H.  Hoyt  general  account 

to  T.  H.  Hoyt  Trust  fund  231.80 
T.  H.  Hoyt  general  account  to 

Public  Library  account  317.05 
Public  Welfare  to  Town 

Town  Forest  revenue  acc’t.  305.25 
Soldiers  relief  to  revenue 

account  63.00 

Snow,  to  estimated  receipts  20.00 
Highway,  revenue  account  5.00 

Highway,  revenue  account  15.75 
Town  Hall  maintenance, 

revenue  act  5.25 


$1,963.10 


$241,721.57 

11,374.57 


Total  payments 

Cash  balance,  December  31,  1930 


$253,096.14 
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TABLE  OF  ACCOUNTS  (Continued) 

Water  extension  (Sargent)  447.75  E447.75 

Water  extension  (Wilson)  185.35  El 85.35 

Cemeteries  1,400.00  1,400.00  1,400.00 
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$1,116.13f — Transferred  to  general  revenue  from  unexpended  balances  1930. 

$8,779.1  lG — Transferred  from  excess  deficiency  to  public  welfare  $5,736.26,  to  board  of  health  $536.85,  to  special  highway  $2500 
$317.05h — Transferred  from  T.  H.  Hoyt  library  general  account  to  public  library  general  account. 

$3,775.001 — Transferred  from  overlay  reserve  fund  to  remodeling  Town  Hall  $3500,  to  furnishing  Hown  Hall  $275. 
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543  1  Stuart,  Chase  and  Sargent  150.00  164.54  8.30  4.00  168.84 

5500  Charles  A.  Noyes  75.00  87.42  4.41  3.00  88.83 

5502  Mason  W.  R.  Downing  125.00  148.27  7.48  5.00  150.75 

5603  Wm.  Gilday  100.00  108.01  5.45  4.50  108^96 

5640  Moses  Stevens  .  100.00  122.56  6.18  3.00  125.74 
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7650  Addie  Haley  100.00  1  10.38  5.58  3.00  1  12.96 

7696  Jacob  T.  Crosby  100.00  119.76  6.03  3.00  122.79 

7713  Willis  H.  Scott  75.00  88.61  4.45  2.50  90.56 

7755  Herbert  F.  Chase  100.00  1  14.01  5.75  2.50  1  17.26 

7887  Joseph  H.  Leavitt  •  100.00  110.25  5.58  3.00  112.83 
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5076  Electric  Light  depreciation  fund  8,510.21  496.06  1,945.31  10,951.58 

6277  Electric  Light  reserve  fund  7,683.36  388.96  8,072.32 
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Due  from  individual  estate  .  913.00  Surplus  of  revenue  of  prior  years .  643.41 

Tax  titles  . . . . . . .  476.95  Surplus  revenue  of  1930  . . .  6,464.96 
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LIABILITIES 


BONDS  PAYABLE 

Water 

$3,500.00 

3,500.00 


$7,000.00 

INTEREST  PAYABLE  ON  BONDS 

Year  1931  $280.00 

Year  1932  140.00 


$420.00 


Year  1931 
Year  1932 
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1930  Jury  List 


As  prepared  by  the  Selectmen  of  Merrimac  in 
compliance  with  Chap.  234,  Sec.  4,  of  the  General 
Laws. 

Aldrich,  George  L.,  Merrimac  St.,  Agent 
Barry,  George  J.,  Vendome  St.,  Insurance  Agent 
Bird,  Frank  H.,  Main  St.,  Retired 
^Blanchard,  Frederic  W.,  Merrimac  St.,  Salesman 
Chase,  Fred  H.  G.,  Central  St.,  Carpenter 
*Child,  Roscoe,  Maple  St.,  Bookkeeper 
Clement,  Frank  B.,  Forest  St.,  Draftsman 
Colgan,  James  T.,  Bear  Hill  St.,  Shoeworker 
Doust,  Samuel  C.,  Church  St.,  Metalworker 
Grocut,  John  W.  J.,  Grove  St.,  Woodworker 
How,  J.  Duncan,  Merrimac  St.,  Salesman 
Hoyt,  Charles  E.,  Grove  St.,  Painter 
Jewell,  Everett  L.,  Main  St.,  Woodworker 
Kelley,  Willard  B.,  Birch  Meadow,  Laborer 
Lancaster,  Charles  A.,  Main  St.,  Clerk 
*  McKay,  Edwin  S.,  Nichols  St.,  Carpenter 
Newton,  Fred  G.,  Main  St.,  Retired 
Odiorne,  Charles  T.,  Locust  St.,  ShoewTorker 
Pease,  Harry  A.,  Walnut  St.,  Painter 
Sargent,  George  A.,  Bear  Hill,  Farmer 
Sargent,  John  K.,  Merrimac  St.,  Farmer 
Thorn,  Frank  L.,  Pine  St.,  Electrician 
Twombly,  Fred  C.,  Grove  St.,  Painter 
Williams,  Isaac  A.,  Merrimac  St.,  Woodworker 
Drawn  this  past  year. 
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Public  Health  Morse’s  Report 


The  report  of  the  Public  Health  Nurse  for  the 
year  1930  is  as  follows: 

Nursing  visits  made  554 

Prenatal  visits  46 

Baby  welfare  60 

Maternity  21 

Attendance  at  deliveries  13 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Pneumonia  2 

Scabies  3 

Tuberculosis  2 

Bronchitis  5 

Accidents  2 

Dislocated  shoulder  1 

Swollen  glands  4 

Tonsilitis  6 

Ulcers  1 

Carbuncles  2 

Organic  heart  2 

Chronic  cystitis  2 

Intestinal  flu  3 

Mumps  1 

Impetigo  8 

Cholisis  2 

Attendance  at  operations  8 

Accompanied  patients  to  doctor’s  office  1.5 

Accompanied  patients  to  and  from  hospital  in  Ha¬ 
verhill  2 

Accompanied  patient  to  Danvers  1 

Accompanied  patient  to  Haverhill  clinic  *  4 
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Patients  died  5 

On  account  of  illness,  I  was  granted  leave  of 
absence  from  Oct.  24  to  Jan.  1.  Mrs.  Gertrude  An¬ 
drews  acted  as  substitute  during  that  time. 

At  this  time  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
to  all  who  have  co-operated  with  me  the  past  year. 

Yours  very  truly, 

JEAN  BADASHAW, 

Health  Nurse. 
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Town  Clerk9s  Report 


BIRTHS 

Number  of  births  returned  41 

Males  17 

Females  24 

Father  native  born  32 

Mother  native  born  36 

Father  and  mother  both  native  born  33 

Father  and  mother  both  foreign  born  5 

Mixed  parentage  3 

MARRIAGES 

Number  of  marriages  recorded  17 

First  marriage  of  groom  14 

First  marriage  of  bride  13 

Grooms  native  born  17 

Brides  native  born  15 

Grooms  foreign  born  0 

Brides  foreign  born  2 

Average  age  of  groom  23  yrs.  10  mos.  3  days 

Average  age  of  bride  22  yrs.  5  mos.  10  days 

DEATHS 

Number  of  deaths  recorded  39 

Males  17 

Females  22 

Under  five  years  3 

Males  native  born  12 

Females  native  born  16 

Males  foreign  born  5 

Females  foreign  born  6 
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Of  native  parentage 

13 

Of  mixed  parentage 

1 

Average  age 

57  yrs.  9  mos.  6  days 

Oldest  person 

87  yrs.  8  mos.  1  day 

DOGS 

Number  of  dogs  licensed 

115 

Males 

102 

Females 

13 

LICENSES 

Sporting  licenses  issued 

94 

Trapping  licenses  issued 

5 

Minor  trapping  licenses  issued 

4 

D.  EDWARD  FLYNN, 

Town  Clerk. 
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Report  of  the  Trustees  of  Kimball  Park 


To  the  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Merrimac: 

Your  Trustees  have  given  the  usual  care  and 
attention  to  this  Beauty  Spot  of  the  town  and  feel 
that  if  the  donor  could  see  it  she  would  be  pleased 

with  the  use  of  her  money  and  perhaps  some  others 

. 

may  feel  moved  to  give  for  public  benefit. 

We  have  received  from  Trust  Fund  interest 

Judith  Kimball  $  50.63 

Amos  Weed  135.62 


$186.25 

From  which  we  have  paid  bills 

Care  of  Park,  A.  B.  Morse  $  65.00 
New  plants  and  shrubs, 

F.  W.  Spinney  121.25 

-  $186.25 

We  now  hold  permanent  Trust  Funds  in  Merrimac 
Savings  Bank,  income  to  be  used 
Judith  Kimball  Fund  $1000.00 

Amos  Weed  Fund  1988.92 

.  .  •  -  — -  Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  A.  REARDON 
R.  A.  SARGENT 
H.  C.  MclLVIN 

j  i  **  •  _  •  ...  •  ^ 

Trustees  of  Kimball  Park 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Municipal 
Light  Board 


The  Municipal  Light  Board  herein  submit  their 
twenty-seventh  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  December  31,  1930. 

We  have  added  34  lighting  services  during 
the  year  and  one  power  service,  and  there  were 
in  use  during  the  year  819  lighting  services  and  16 
power  services. 

Estimates  under  Section  57  of  Chapter  164  Gen¬ 
eral  Laws. 


EXPENSE 


Gross  expense  of  operating  $25,778.00 
Depreciation  3%  on 

$74,430.88  2,232.92 

-  $28,010.92 


INCOME 


From  private  consumers 
From  Municipal  buildings 
From  street  lighting 

To  be  included  in  tax  levy 


$24,000.00 

383.30 

2,296.43 

-  $26,679.73 

$  2,679.73 


COST  OF  CONSTRUCTIONS 


Steam  plant 
Electric  plant 
Street  lines 
Meters 


$  3,985.39 
4,481.01 
42,159.25 
10,008.09 
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Transformers  11,497.41 

Street  lighting  equipment  2,299.73 

-  $74,430.88 


EXPENDED  1930 


Construction 
Street  lines 

Street  lighting  equipment 
Meters 


$2,582.83 

163.80 

324.34 

399.01 

- -  $  3,469.98 


MAINTENANCE 


Current  purchased 
Station  wages 
Rent  of  Station 
Repairing  lines,  etc. 
Lamps,  etc. 

Tools 

Salary  of  manager 
Salary  of  collector 
Salary  of  assistant 
Salary  of  commissioners 
Office  expense 
Insurance 
Incidentals 

Expended  for  construction 


$14,440.90 

588.00 

350.00 

1,118.90 

976.97 

11.99 

1,270.10 

1,040.00 

7880.00 

75.00 

720.26 

324.41  -  , 

1,088.37 

-  $22,784.90 

3,469.98 


Total  expended  $26,254.88 

BALANCE  SHEET 
On  hand  and  received 

Construction  fund  Jan..  1,  1930  $  4,385.58 

Construction  fund  January  1, 

1930  $  4,385.58 

Operation  fund  January  1, 
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1930 

8,000.00 

Depreciation  fund  January  1, 

1930 

10,455.52 

Reserved  fund  January  1, 

1930 

7,683.36 

Sale  of  power 

6,277.35 

Sale  of  light 

18,150.88 

Appropriation  town  lights 

$2,355.19 

Pole  rentals 

24.05 

Sale  of  lamps,  etc. 

1,146.75 

Use  of  truck 

117.33 

Interest  of  depreciation  fund 

496.06 

Interest  on  reserve  fund 

388.96 

Insurance 

105.75 

Miscellaneous 

131.04 

$59,717.82 


Expended  and  on  hand 
Construction  and  renewals 
Maintenance 
Depreciation  fund 
Reserve  fund 
Operation  fund 
Construction  fund 
Turned  back  to  town 


$  3,469.98 
22,784.90 
12,282.16 
8,072.32 
2,000.00 
3,108.46 
8,000.00 

- $59,717.82 


JOHN  MARSHALL 
LOUIS  B.  DAVIS 
RICHARD  E.  SARGENT  ' 

Municipal  Light  Board. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners 


The  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  herein 
submit  their  twenty-seventh  annual  report  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1930. 

We  have  added  ten  services  making  a  total  of 
710  services.  There  are  51  not  in  use  or  5  less  than 
December  31,  1929. 


ESTIMATES  FOR  THE  ENSUING  YEAR 


Gross  expense  of  operating 

Bond  payment 

Interest 

Construction 


$9,940.00 

3,500.00 

280.00 

250.00 


$13,970.00 


Estimated  Income 

Water  rates  $9,500.00 

Miscellaneous  1,032.00 

Water  in  town  buildings  100.00 

Cash  on  hand  4,877.62 

-  $15,509.62 

Balance  $1,539.62 


Construction 

Total  expended 


CREDITS 

Constrction  cash  Jan.  1, 

1930 

Laying  service  pipe,  etc. 


$3,394.62 


$  354.78 
379.44 
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Sale  of  material  38.70 

Appropriations  2,376.10 

Light  Dept,  account  payrolls  1,292.10 

-  $4,441.12 

Balance  $1,046.50 


MAINTENANCE 


Miscellaneous  and  repairs  $2,004.66 
Oil  and  waste  104.03 

Salary  of  Superintendent  799.76 

Salary  of  Collector  520.00 

Salary  of  Commissioners  75.00 

Fuel  1,263.78 

Station  wages  1,820.00 

Office  expense  418,08 

Bond  payment  3,500.00 

Interest  420.00 

Insurance  105.75 


Total  expended 


$11,031.06 

$14,425.68 


MONTHLY 

REPORT  OF 

PUMPING 

STATION 

Gallons  Pumped 

Hours 

Minutes 

January 

3,620,000 

155 

40 

February 

3,288,000 

138 

25 

March 

3,672,000 

152 

30 

April 

3,600,000 

149 

50 

May 

4,008,000 

167 

25 

June 

4,008,000 

203 

July 

4,392,000 

189 

25 

August 

3,960,000 

174 

35 

September 

4,344,000 

186 

55 

October 

3,792,000 

160 

05 

November 

3,466,000 

144 

15 

December 

3,624,000 

151 

45,764,000 
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BALANCE  SHEET 


On  hand  and  received : 


Appropriation  water  in  town 

buildings  $  100.00 

Appropriation  hydrant  service  1,029.60 
Appropriation  Water  extensions  2,376.10 
Water  rates  9,899.59 

Repairing  service  pipe  120.07 

Laying  service  pipe  379.44 

Miscellaneous  89.20 

Light  Dept,  rent  of  station  350.00 

Light  Dept,  station  wages  588.00 

Light  Dept,  office  expense  30.80 

Light  Dept,  payrolls  1,292.10 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1930  3,048.40 


Expended  and  on  hand  $  3,394.64 
For  construction  11,031.06 

Cash  on  ahnd  Jan.  1,  1931  4,877.62 


$19,303.30 


$19,303.30 


LOUIS  B.  DAVIS 
JOHN  MARSHALL 
RICHARD  E.  SARGENT 

Board  of  Water  Commissioners. 
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Report  of  Treasurer 

JANUARY  2  TO  MARCH  6,  1930 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Merri- 
mac : 

I  have  received 

Balance  January  2  $18,449.24 

Receipts  38,229.98 


Paid 

W  arrants 
Balance 


$56,679.22 


$39,744.31 

16,934.91 


$56,679.22 

RICHARD  A.  SARGENT 


Town  Treasurer 
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Report  of  Town  Treasurer,  1930 

r  *«» 

To  the  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Merrimac: 

As  Treasurer  I  would  report  that  I  have  recei¬ 
ved  in  the  past  year  as  follows: 


Balance  March  6,  1930 

Receipts  to  January  1,  1931 

$  16,934.91 
196,416.92 

Payments 

$213,351.83 

201,977.26 

Balance  January  1,  1931 

$  11,374.57 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROY  C.  JOURNEAY 


Town  Treasurer. 
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Report  of  Sealer  of  Weights  and 

Measures 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens 
of  Merrimac: 

I  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  1930. 
Scales: 


Platform  over  5000  lbs. 
Platform  100  to  5,000  lbs. 
Counter  under  10  lbs. 

Beam  100  lbs.  or  over 
Beam  under  100  lbs. 

Spring  under  100  lbs. 
Computing  under  100  lbs. 
Capacity  Measures: 

Liquid 

Automatic  Measuring  Devices: 
Gasoline  measuring  pumps 
Kerosene  measuring  pumps 
Oil  measuring  pumps 
Quantity  measures  on  pumps 
Total  receipts  for  year,  $48.27. 


21 

4 

1 

10 

19 

17 

75 

48  1 

1 

12 

253 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HAROLD  R.  EASTMAN 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
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Report  of  Public  Library 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

We  submit  our  annual  report  as  Trustees  of 
your  public  library  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1930. 

This  year  has  seen  the  transfer  of  the  library 
to  our  new  building,  which  was  formally  opened  by 
dedicatory  exercises  on  the  evening  of  April  11th. 
The  munificence  of  our  benefactor  can  now  better 
be  appreciated  an  in  recognition  of  his  generosity 
your  Trustees  recommend  the  formal  adoption  of  the: 
name  of  the  Thomas  H.  Hoyt  Memorial  Library. 

There  have  been  13,552  volumes  in  circulation 


during  this  calendar  year, 
were  as  follows: 

The  monthly  deliveries. 

January 

912 

July 

1234 

February 

729 

August 

956 

March 

973 

September 

1127 

April 

1214 

October 

1150 

May 

1553 

November 

1293 

June 

1124 

December 

1278 

From  the  opening  of  the  new  library  till  the  end 
of  the  year  the  volumes  circulated  totaled  10,938 ; 
this  represents  an  increase  of  more  than  55%  over 
that  of  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding 
year.  This  increased  circulation,  together  with  the 
more  general  use  of  the  library  for  reading  purposes, 
is  very  gratifying  to  your  Trustees  and  appears  to 
justify  our  greater  expenditure  for  books  during  the 
past  year. 
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During  the  year  there  have  been  added  a  total 
of  362  books,  an  increase  of  75%  over  the  accessions 
of  1929.  These  came  from  the  following  sources, 
and  the  gift  volumes  v/e  hereby  gratefully  acknow¬ 


ledge  : 

Purchased  343 

Presented 

Gov.  Frank  G.  Allen  1 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  3 

Ida  E.  Cushing  1 

Estate  of  Jennie  Lane  1 

Eleanor  S.  Sargent  1 

United  Fruit  Company  1 

Albert  P.  Wadleigh  1 


The  fines  collected  during  1930  were  $91.83, 
which  funds  were  turned  over  to  the  Town  Treas¬ 
urer. 

The  total  cost  of  this  new  libray  was  $41,- 
208.17.  Although  details  of  these  expenditures  may 
be  found  in  the  Town  Accountant's  report,  we  sub¬ 
mit  the  following  in  concise  form: 

Land  $  4,000.00 

Improvement  of  grounds  1,527.14 

Building,  architects’  fees,  bonds,  etc.  33,573.94 
Equipment  2,105.09 


$41,206.17 

We  are  pleased  to  feel  able  to  recommend  a  de¬ 
crease  of  $1,000.00  in  your  appropriation  for  library 
purposes  for  the  ensuing  year. 

JOHN  B.  JUDKINS 
ALVIN  F.  HEATH 
LAURA  R.  JEWELL 
ABBIE  W.  SARGENT 
F.  LESLIE  VICCARO 
FPANK  E.  WALKER 
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I 

Report  of  Police  Department 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

|  Jr*  v*  ■'  *  '  •  8  5r 

Gentlemen : 

As  Chief  of  the  Police  Department  of  the  Town 
of  Merrimac,  I  hereby  submit  the  annual  report  of 
the  Department  for  the  year  1930. 

The  past  year  has  brought  to  the  Department 
an  increase  in  routine  business,  the  motor  vehicle 
traffic  being  our  greatest  problem.  I  am  glad  to 
say  the  number  of  serious  accidents  has  not  increased 
over  previous  years  and  feel  this  may  in  part  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  by  closer  supervision  and  checking  up 
at  the  several  danger  spots  in  our  highways. 

We  successfully  handled  a  large  crowd  during 
the  Tercentenary  celebration  without  accident  and 
I  feel  that  the  work  of  the  members  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  has  been  efficient. 

Our  Court  cases  have  increased  nearly  thirty 
percent  over  1929  and  I  feel  that  the  penalizing  of 
wilfully  negligent  drivers  has  a  tendency  to  cause 
more  care  to  be  used  by  others  on  our  streets. 

We  have  moved  into  our  new  quarters  and  the 
carrying  on  of  the  work  of  the  Department  is  much 
more  pleasant  and  business  like.  A  large  number 
of  compliments  have  been  given  the  Town  for  sup¬ 
plying  these  new  quarters  where  some  privacy  may 
be  given  to  cases  and  parts  of  our  work  that  essen¬ 
tially  need  it. 
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Miscellaneous  Business 

Auto  accidents  reported  33 

Assisted  other  officers  8 

Assistance  to  Medical  officer  1 

Assitance  to  Fire  Inspector  2 

Complaints  investigated  214 

Court  fines  for  use  of  Town  $365.00 

Court  fines  for  use  of  Commonwealth  585.00 

Doors  found  open  and  secured  16 

Dead  bodies  found  1 

Days  attendance  at  District  Court  169 

Days  attendance  before  Grand  Jury  4 

Days  attendance  at  Superior  Court  31 

Disturbances  suppressed  without  arrest  4 

Defects  in  sidewalks  and  streets  reported  6 

Escorts  furnished  processions  3 

Gas  leaks  reported  to  Gas  Company  1 

Headlight  inspections  held  4 

Injured  persons  assisted  9 

Light  furnished  dangerous  places  1 

Lights  found  burning  in  buildings  and  reported  9 
Lost  and  runaway  children  returned  to  parents  5 
Leaks  in  water  pipes  reported  1 

Number  of  animals  killed  21 

Number  of  unpaid  dog  licenses  collected  68 

Number  of  assignments  of  officers  to  dances, 
entertainments,  etc.  337 

Search  warrants  served  2 

Street  light  out  and  reported  17 

Stray  animals  returned  to  owners  1 

Value  of  property  stolen  $210.00 

Value  of  property  recovered  185.00 

Value  of  property  lost  90.00 

Witness  subpoena  served  7 

Witnesses  notified  for  Superior  Court  12 

Wires  down  and  reported  2 
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Number  of  arrests  for  year  113 

Male  108 

Female  5 

Charged  as  follows: 

Assault  2 

Bastardy  2 

Delinquent  children  1 

Contempt  1 

Drunkenness  10 

Desertion  1 

Escaped  prisoner  1 

Injury  to  property  1 

Lewd  and  lascivious  cohabitation  2 

Insane  2 

Larceny  5 

Non-support  4 

Neglect  of  children  1 

Neglected  children  2 

Safekeeping  5 

Motor  vehicle  violations  70 

Liquor  law  violations  2 

Fish  and  Game  law  violations  1 


Disposed  of  as  follows: 

7  Cases  continued 

7  Defaulted 

3  Discharged 

8  Guilty,  filed 

2  Fined  $  5.00  Paid 
36  Fined  $10.00  Paid 

4  Fined  $15.00  Paid 

1  Fined  $20.00  Paid 

2  Fined  $50.00  Paid 

1  Fined  $100.00  Paid 

2  Fined  $10.00  Appealed 
2  Fined  $15.00  Appealed 

5  6  months  in  H.  of  C.  Suspended.  Probation. 
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1  1  yr.  in  H.  of  C.  Suspended.  Probation. 

1  60  days  in  H.  of  C.  Appealed. 

1  30  days  in  H.  of  C.  Suspended.  Probation. 

1  30  days  in  H.  of  C.  Appealed. 

1  Fined  $100.00  and  30  days  in  H.  of  C.  Ap¬ 
pealed. 

2  Fined  $100.00  and  30  days  in  H.  of  C.  Fine 
paid.  Sentence  suspended.  Probation. 

2  Committed  to  Bridgewater. 

1  Sentenced  to  Bridgewater.  Suspended.  Pro¬ 
bation. 

1  Sentenced  to  Sherborn.  Sentence  suspended. 
Probation. 

1  Committed  to  Concord  reformatory. 

1  Sentenced  to  Concord  reformatory.  Sus¬ 
pended.  Probation. 

2  Committed  to  Danvers  State  Hospital. 

2  Committed  to  Division  of  State  Minor  Wards. 

1  Escaped  prisoner,  returned. 

8  For  other  departments. 

7  Released. 

I  would  ask  that  the  sum  of  $4,700.00  be  ap¬ 
propriated  for  this  Department  for  the  year  1931, 
which  allows  for  the  pay  of  the  Chief  and  one  regu¬ 
lar  man,  also  for  regular  expenses  of  the  Department 
and  speciaf  officers  when  needed. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  Honorable  Board  of  Se¬ 
lectmen,  His  Honor  Judge  Charles  I.  Pettingell,  the 
Associate  Justices,  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  the 
Probation  Officer,  the  officers  of  the  Department, 
and  all  who  in  any  way  assisted  in  upholding  and 
maintaining  the  good  name  and  reputation  of  the 
Town. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  P.  DONAHUE 

Chief  of  Police. 
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Report  of  the  Merrimac  Town  Forest 
Committee  to  Jan.  1,  1931 


This  year  there  have  been  set  out  2,000  pines. 
1,000  white  and  1,000  red  pines.  This  makes  37,- 
500  trees  set  to  date.  Fifty  trees  have  been  taken 
from  our  forest  and  set  out  along  the  roadside  mak¬ 
ing  130  in  all.  The  brush  has  been  removed  from 
six  or  more  acres. 

The  construction  of  the  new  road  on  Church 
Street  this  year  has  taken  off  a  corner  of  the  forest 
land  and  so  changed  the  roadside  bordering  the 
Town  Forest.  Your  committee  decided  it  would  be 
unwise  to  spend  money  for  a  wire  fence  so  have  re¬ 
paired  the  stone  wall  instead  and  purchased  a  gate. 
Extra  work  has  been  done  on  cutting  wood  and 
bushes  to  help  provide  employment. 

In  the  year  1929  there  were  appropriated  for 


Town  Forest  $225.00. 

There  was  paid  out  for  labor  on  forest  $166.25 

Cutting,  wood  22.50 

Express  on  trees  2.17 

Recording  deed  2.60 


$193.52 

This  made  the  cost  of  the  forest,  above  pur¬ 
chase  price  $458.02. 

55  cords  of  wood  have  been  cut  this  year.  37 
cords  of  dry  cleft  wood  have  been  sold 
to  the  town  for  $259.00 

25  cords  of  wood  cut  this  year  sold  to  the 

town  125.00 
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$2 

<50  trees  taken  from  the  Town  Forest  and  set 


out  on  the  roadside  100.00 


$484.00 

Labor  for  cutting  wood  $165.00 

Express  on  trees  3.35 

Iron  gate  10.90 

Payroll  setting  out  pines  47.25 

Payroll  care  of  forest  113.75 


$340.25 

The  appropriation  for  the  Town  Forest  this 
year  was  $350.  We  have  returned  this  amount  and 
have  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  forest  account  of 
$143.75  making  the  cost  to  date  above  purchase 
price  $314.27. 

In  the  six  years  since  the  establishment  of  the 
forest  it  has  cost  the  town  a  little  over  $50.00  a  year 
for  maintenance.  We  have  on  hand  the  value  of  30 
cords  of  wood  cut  and  paid  for.  We  question  if  any 
other  Town  Forest  in  the  State  can  make  a  better 
showing  for  the  work  done  and  the  number  of  trees 
;set  out  during  a  like  period. 

FRANK  N.  RAND. 

JAMES  T.  COLGAN. 

CHARLES  R.  FORD. 

The  majority  of  this  board  wish  to  add  this  to 
the  above  report.  We  feel  sure  that  those  who  went 
ahead  in  cutting  trees  and  bushes  on  the  roadsides 
under  the  emergency  appropriation  for  the  unem¬ 
ployed  did  not  consult  the  General  Laws  Chapter 
87  relating  to  shade  trees  or  they  would  have  had 
our  duly  elected  tree  warden  placed  in  charge  of 
this  work. 

FRANK  N.  RAND. 

JAMES  T.  COLGAN. 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  Assessors 


To  the  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Merrimac: 

The  Board  of  Assessors  submit  the  following  re¬ 
port  for  the  year  1930: 


RECAPITULATION 


Town  appropriations 

$101,367.32 

State  Assessments 

State  tax 

2,520.00 

Highway  tax 

446.20 

Municipal  account  tax 

51.93 

Municipal  lighting  tax 

8.45 

Snow  removal  tax 

167.25 

County  Assessments 

County  tax 

4,447.50 

Overlay 

2,933.47 

$111,942.12 

ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS 

Income  tax 

$11,387.16 

Corporation  tax 

2,577.00 

Motor  vehicle  excise 

3,432.00 

Bank  tax 

166.00 

Licenses 

204.00 

Fines 

261.00 

Special  assessments 

2,209.89 

General  government 

626.00 

Health  and  sanitation 

228.90 

Highways 

43.60 

Charities 

2,952.31 
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Soldiers’  benefits 

Schools 

Library 

Cemeteries 

Interest  on  deposits 
Interest  on  taxes 

.  .  >  ,r.  . 

108.00' 

2,828.81 

86.53 

433.00 

61.11 

966.81 

Free  cash  in  treasury  (voted) 

$28,573.02 

8,000.00 

$36,573.02 

Net  amount  to  be  raised 
759  polls  at  $2.00 

Tax  on  $1,943,450.00 

$  1,518.00 
73,851.00 

$75,369.10 

75,369.10 

317.31 

Moth  tax 

December  Assessment 

12  Poll  taxes 

Taxes  on  real  and  personal  property 

$  24.00 
147.82 

$209.82 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAX 


Number  of  vehicles  taxed 

720 

Valuation  of  vehicles 

$247,290.00 

Taxes  on  same 

5,414.53 

ABATEMENTS 

MADE  IN  1930 

On  levy  of  1929 

$229.00 

On  levy  of  1930 

797.25 

OVERLAY 

RESERVED 

On  levy  of  1929 

$2,783.65 

On  levy  of  1930 

2,136.22; 

CLIFFORD  A.  HOWE, 
GEORGE  B.  CROFUT, 
WILLIAM  H.  WHITING, 

Board  of  Assessors* 
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Report  of  Collector  of  Taxes 


A.  Raymond  Waterhouse,  Collector,  in  account 
"with  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 


1929  ACCOUNT 

Dr. 

To  uncollected  taxes  (last  report)  $12,921.28 

To  late  collections  and  assessments 

(last  report)  6,368.85 

To  interest  received  on  overdue  taxes  485.86 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  to  Town  Treasurer 
By  abatements 

By  tax  titles  held  by  the  Town 
By  taxes  uncollected 


$19,775.99 


$15,984.34 

573.86 

336.35 

2,881.44 


$19,775.99 


1930  ACCOUNT 

Dr. 

To  1930  tax  list  and  additions 
To  1930  excise  tax  commitment 
To  interest  received  on  overdue  taxes 


$75,895.48 

5,407.74 

99.59 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  to  Town  Treasurer 
By  uncollected  resident  taxes 


$81,402.81 

$55,766.57 

13,572.47 
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By  uncollected  non-resident  taxes  and 

Attitash  Park  taxes 

4,097.18' 

By  uncollected  excise  taxes 

975.55* 

By  abatements 

980.37 

By  late  assessments 

99.68 

Collected  since  Dec.  81,  1930 

5,910.99 

$81,402.81 

1930  UNCOLLECTED  RESIDENT 

TAXES 

Aiken,  Vaughn  U.  and  Alice  E 

$  36.20 

Allard,  Ernest 

23.28 

Allen,  Fred  E. 

25.05 

Arsenault,  Geo.  D. 

97.36 

Bailey,  Cora  F. 

53.20 

Bailey,  Lucy,  heirs 

2.66 

Basilere,  Arthur  L. 

162.36 

Battis,  Elmer  E. 

124.72 

Battis,  J.  William 

79.90 

Bean,  John  E.  and  Margaret  A. 

'49.60 

Bishop,  Forrest  L.,  bal. 

30.00 

Bisson,  Joseph 

358.14 

Blackden,  Fred  A. 

47.60 

Blaisdell,  Louisa  B. 

49.40 

Bouley,  Mary  B. 

60.80 

Bousquet,  Ida  M. 

57.00 

Bowser,  Russell  G. 

15.30 

Bridge,  Arthur  D. 

77.90 

Bridges,  Charles  E. 

71.03 

Bridges,  Charles  S.  C. 

73.80 

Burke,  Orin  W. 

45.30 

Bushway,  Frank  H. 

2.38 

Carter,  Loren  E.  and  Hugbina 

52.54 

Casazza,  Mary  F. 

72.70 

Chase,  Lizzie  M.,  heirs 

106140 

Clark,  Annie  E.  and  Arthur  R. 

76.60- 
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Clement,  Rufus  P. 

68.40 

Colburn,  Horace  D. 

3.14 

Collins,  Alice  M. 

49.40 

Collins,  John  J. 

58.60 

Crane,  Willard  R. 

81.15 

Crofut,  Daisy  M.,  bal. 

47.50 

Currier,  John  E.,  bal. 

261.05 

Darbe,  Caviss  W. 

55.20 

Davis,  Herman  F.,  bal. 

1,293.20 

Davis,  Leroy 

2.76. 

Dawley,  Julia  A.,  heirs 

76.00 

Delong,  Howard  L.,  bal. 

54.16. 

Demerit,  Emma  A. 

95.00 

Deminie,  Adelaide  and  Henry  W. 

97.52. 

Desjardines,  Maria 

10.00 

Dickens,  Ella  K. 

117.80 

Dore,  Leslie 

117.90 

Doucette,  Joseph  A. 

5.04 

Drolet;  Herman 

7.70 

Dwyer,  Nora  E.,  bal. 

37.70 

Eastman,  Charles  F.,  heirs 

55.10 

Eaton,  Leslie  R.  and  Annie  L. 

50.00 

Eaton,  Lydia  M. 

45.60 

Eldridge,  Wallace  L. 

45.60 

Fitzgerald,  Rodney 

33.16. 

Flanders,  Ivory  W. 

34.80 

Forsyth,  Wm.  D.,  heirs 

12.16 

Foster,  Rosamond 

41.80 

Foster,  Willis  J. 

36.20 

Fowle,  Estella  M. 

70.30 

Fairbanks,  Horace 

2.76 

Germaine,  John  B.,  heirs 

36.10 

Godin,  Anthony 

269.90 

Golden,  Hector  F. 

39.24 

Gortat,  F.  Phillip 

93.70 

Gould,  E.  Blanche 

15.20 
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Greeley,  Arthur  B.  and  Mildred  89.02 

Gusha,  Sarah  57.25 

Hall,  Dustin  A.  2.76 

Hamel,  Arthur  J.  and  Bertha  M.  17.20 

Hargraves,  Arthur  F.  82.62 

Hargraves,  Daniel  E.  36.95 

Hargraves,  Frank  H.  36.20 

Harrower,  Lillian  J.  79.80 

Harrower,  Thomas  O.  129.20 

Hartwell,  Paul  H.  31.50 

Head,  Natt  70.40 

Heath,  Fred  L.  67.60 

Henry,  Carmille  J.  8.08 

Herbert,  Victor  21.00 

Hodgman  Wood  Heel  Co.  49.40 

Hopkinson,  Fred  T.  181.20 

How,  J.  Duncan  65.80 

Howe,  Clifford  R.  and  Clara  B.  145.30 

Howeison,  Rufus  E.,  bal.  6.80 

Hoyt,  Horace  W.  ,  .  66.40 

Hughes,  Mary  A.  79.80 

Hull,  Alice  M.  6.84 

Hull,  Harry  W.  62.80 

Hull,  James  H.,  bal.  35.00 

Hume,  Aaron  A.  79.90 

Humphreys,  James  49.24 

Hutchins,  John  H.  and  Mary  E.  95.35 

Hutchinson,  Ethel  A.  57.00 

Johnson,  Jessie  47.50 

Jones,  Thomas  J.  2.76 

Kelly,  Willard  B.  130.06 

Kennett,  F.  Maynard  53.68 

Kingsbury,  Ella  E.  79.80 

Knight,  Allen  G.  2.38 

Krayenbuhl,  Amelia  220.40 

Lancaster,  Charles  A.  144.90 
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LaValley,  Wilfred 

54.44 

Lawrence,  Luther  D. 

93.20 

Liberty,  Sarah  I.  H.,  heirs 

422.30 

MacDougall,  William  J. 

31.26 

McCutcheon,  Thomas  M. 

87.50 

Mclnnis,  George  A. 

114.00 

Merrimac  Battery  Co. 

19.00 

Merrimac  Body  Co. 

589.00 

Merrimac  Shoe  Mart 

22.80 

Merrimac  Sweet  Shop 

95.00 

Miner,  J.  Louise 

49.40 

Mitchell,  George  E. 

3.90 

Moody,  William  L. 

2.38 

Moore,  Mary,  heirs 

77.90 

Naismith,  James  B. 

159.60 

Nason,  Elbert  I. 

62.70 

Noyes,  Mary  E.,  heirs 

21.66 

O’Keefe,  Edward  J. 

2.38 

Ollis,  J.  Henry 

83.20 

Pattee,  Moses  C. 

30.50 

Perkins,  John  F.  and  Mildred 

64.70 

Picard,  Ludger 

47.60 

Preble,  Edward  H. 

185.28 

Prescott,  Charles  W.  and  Mary 

47.60 

Purdy,  Austin  H. 

85.50 

Purdy,  George  B. 

66.60 

Quinney,  Jacob  E. 

89.78 

Rand,  Fannie  H. 

376.30 

Rand,  Frank  N. 

9.60 

Roberts,  Walter  S. 

1.90 

Robinson,  Barney  L. 

95.10 

Sande,  Charles  E. 

79.80 

Sargent,  M.,  heirs 

370.50 

Sargent,  Orlando  M. 

65.84 

Sargent,  Ralph  H. 

174.20 

Smith,  Albert  B. 

119.80 
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Smith,  George  P. 

34.93 

Smithers,  Frank 

2.76 

Steer,  William  M. 

150.26 

Stevens,  George  V. 

54.06 

Stewart,  Arthur  E. 

2.38 

Stewart,  Benjamin  F. 

2.38 

Streeter,  Chester  W. 

38.48 

Streeter,  Wm.  F.  and  Mary  T. 

40.38 

Streeter,  Wm.  C.  and  Josephine. 

170.33 

Stuart,  James  H. 

15.20 

Sutherland,  Annie,  L.,  est. 

43.70 

Sweeney,  Harry 

9.60 

Sylvester,  Arthur  C.  and  Iva  L. 

101.30 

Tammick,  Henry  C. 

51.00 

Travers,  Sarah  J. 

22.00 

Trull,  Herbert  A.,  bal. 

30.90 

Valcourt,  Alfred 

24.80 

Valleries,  Joseph  I. 

155.14 

Wallace,  Earle  G. 

95.60 

Wallace,  Loren  H.,  bal. 

32.30 

Watson,  Merle  V. 

66.60 

Worcester,  Edward  H. 

43.80 

Worcester,  Harry  W. 

3.90 

Wright  Garage  Co. 

520.60 

Wright,  Thomas 

90.40 

Zinck,  Charles  R. 

11.50 

Moth  Taxes  unpaid 

6.00 

Poll  Taxes  unpaid 

186.00 

Total 

$13,572.47 

A.  RAYMOND  WATERHOUSE, 

Collector  of  Taxes. 
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Report  of  Fire  Engineers 


'To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  the  Town 
of  Merrimac: 

The  Board  of  Engineers  submit  their  report  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1930. 

Number  of  Alarms,  53. 

Jan.  3.  Box  16.  4.30  p.  m.  False  alarm. 

Jan.  3.  Tel.  11.55  a.  m.  Chimney  fire  at  residence 
of  Horace  Fairbanks,  Vendome  St.  No  damage. 
Mar.  4.  Chief’s  Call.  2.30  p.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Mar.  4.  Chief’s  Call.  3.30  p.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Mar.  5.  Box  14.  11  a.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Mar  10.  Box  35.  5.30  a.  m.  Fire  at  residence  of 

Henry  Mustonen,  High  St.  Loss  $2,550,  covered 
by  insurance. 

Mar.  11.  Box  36.  2.30  p.  m.  False  alarm. 

Mar.  15.  Chief’s  Call.  9  a.  m.  Bush  fire. 

Mar.  15.  Box  41.  5.30  p.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Mar  24.  Box  42.  8.40  a.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Mar.  24.  Box  42.  9.50  a.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Mar.  24.  Chief’s  Call.  2  p.  m.  Bush  fire. 

Apr.  1.  Box  28.  5.30  p.  m.  Bush  fire. 

Apr.  1.  Chief’s  call.  6.15  p.  m.  Bush  fire. 

Apr.  2.  Chief’s  call.  12.30  p.  m.  Bush  fire. 

Apr.  2.  Chief’s  call.  12.15  p.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Apr.  3.  Chief’s  call.  12.30  p.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Apr.  3.  Box  41.  7.30  p.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Apr.  3.  Chief’s  call.  7.35  p.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Apr.  5.  Box  42.  6  p.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Apr.  10.  Chief’s  call.  4.30  p.  m.  Grass  fire. 
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Apr.  11.  Box  18.  10.30  a.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Apr.  16.  Box  41.  8.30  a.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Apr.  16.  Box  41.  4.10  p.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Apr.  16  Box  23.  8.45  a.  m.  Bush  fire. 

Apr.  17.  Box  21.  8.50  a.  m.  Grassfire. 

Apr.  20  Box  41.  1.45  a.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Apr.  24.  Box  15.  3.30  p.  m.  Bush  fire. 

Apr.  24.  Box  15.  6  p.  m.  Brush  fire. 

Apr.  24.  Box  41.  7.40  p.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Apr.  25.  Tel.  4.15  p.  m.  Brush  fire. 

Apr.  27.  Box  12.  3.15  p.  m.  Grass  fire. 

Apr.  27.  Box  5.  9.35  p.  m.  Grass  fire. 

May  2.  Box  41.  1.20  p.  m.  Grass  fire. 

May  2  Box  15.  9.20  p.  m.  Bush  fire.  ! 

May  4.  Chief’s  call.  2.45  p.  m.  Bush  fire. 

May  4.  Chief’s  call.  9.30  p.  m.  Brush  fire. 

May  6.  Chief’s  call.  7  p.  m.  Grass  fire. 

May  14.  Box  15.  10.30  p.  m.  Brush  fire. 

May  17.  Box  18.  2.40  a.  m.  False  alarm. 

July  4.  Box  15.  12.50  a.  m.  False  alarm. 

July  4.  Box  25.  10.50  a.  m.  Damage  sheds  rear  of 

Pilgrim  church.  Loss  $25. 

Aug.  7.  Tel.  7.30  p.  m.  Chimney  fire  at  residence 
of  Fred  Hopkinson,  River  Rd.  No  damage. 

Aug.  8.  Box  36.  12.05  p.  m.  Fire  a  residence  of 

Mrs.  Louise  Miner,  Merrimac  St.  Loss  $180.  Cov¬ 
ered  by  insurance. 

Sept.  5.  Box  17.  1.45  p.  m.  Fire  at  property  of 

Mrs.  George  Trefethen.  Locust  Grove  Ave.  Loss 
$300,  partially  covered  by  insurance. 

Sept.  30.  Box  51.  1.30  p.  m.  Fire  at  residence  of 

Earl  Davis,  Middle  St.  No  damage. 

Oct.  16.  Box  52.  9  p.  m.  False  alarm. 

Nov.  6.  Box  7.  3.15  p.  m.  Chimney  fire  at  resi¬ 

dence  of  Mrs.  C.  F.  Hoyt,  New  London  Rd.  Loss. 
$15  covered  by  insurance. 
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Nov.  11.  Chief’s  call.  5.50  a.  m.  Tent  and  contents 
property  of  Chester  Wentworth.  Loss  $15. 

Dec.  16.  Box  52.  1.20  a.  m.  Automobile.  Loss 

$200.  Covered  by  insurance. 

Dec.  20.  Box  7.  1.20  p.  m.  Fire  at  property  of 

Henry  Deminie,  School  St.  Loss  $150. 

Dec.  25.  Box  15.  3.50  a.  m.  Fire  at  residence  of 

John  Ross,  Birch  Meadow  Rd.  Loss,  $2,500.  Par¬ 
tially  covered  by  insurance. 

Dec.  31.  Box  5.  11.55  p.  m.  False  alarm. 

The  fire  alarm  extension  to  the  lower  end  of 
Locust  Street  has  been  completed,  two  boxes  being 
installed  one  near  the  residence  of  Daniel  Sullivan, 
the  other  near  residence  of  Archer  Thomas. 

This  year  we  have  purchased  two  boxes  to  re¬ 
place  boxes  4  and  25.  The  old  type  of  boxes  when 
purchased  were  only  guaranteed  for  18  months  and 
have  now  been  in  use  nearly  that  many  years  and 
are  not  reliable.  We  recommend  that  at  least  2 
boxes  a  year  be  purchased  until  all  the  old  boxes 
are  replaced  by  standard  boxes. 

The  solution  and  plates  in  the  alarm  batteries 
should  be  changed  this  year.  The  system  having 
been  installed  in  1925  has  been  no  expense  to  the 
Town  other  than  the  current  used  for  charging. 

The  500  feet  of  fire  hose  voted  at  the  last  an¬ 
nual  Town  Meeting  has  been  purchased. 

The  Central  Fire  Station  has  been  rewired  and 
new  fixtures  installed. 

The  interior  of  both  stations  should  be  painted 
this  year,  especially  the  hall,  for  there  have  been 
no  repairs  for  years. 
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There  are  twenty-five  regular  men  and  four- 
substitutes  in  the  department  at  the  present  time. 

We  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $3,700  be  ap¬ 
propriated  for  salaries  and  general  maintenance  of 
the  department  for  the  year  1931. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AARON  A.  HUME 
J.  ARTHUR  OLLIS 
H.  O.  BAILEY 

Board  of  Fire  Engineers. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the 

School  Committee 

For  the 

Town  of  Merrimac 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  31 

1930 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

In  accordance  with  custom  and  with  the  acts  of 
the  General  Court,  1859,  Chapter  57,  we  herewith 
submit  to  you  the  sixty-first  annual  school  report  of 
the  Town  of  Merrimac.  It  comprises  the  following 
items:  (1)  School  Calendar,  (2)  Directory  of 

School  Staff,  (3)  Buildings  and  Grounds,  (4)  Centre 
School,  (5)  Merrimacport  School,  (6)  Junior  High 
School,  (7)  High  School,  (8)  Music,  (9)  Art,  (10) 
Tuition  Pupils,  (11)  Vocational  Education,  (12)  Re¬ 
tarded  Children,  (13)  Problem  Children,  (14)  Pro¬ 
motions,  (15)  1930  Graduations,  (16)  Calendar 
Plan,  (17)  Transportation,  (18)  General  Items,  (19) 
Superintendency  Union  No.  59,  (20)  Playground 
Projects,  (21)  Physical  Education,  (22)  Financial, 
(23)  The  1930  School  Dollar  in  Merrimac,  (24)  The 
Budget,  (25)  Health,  (26)  Patrons,  (27)  Report  of 
High  School  Principal,  (28)  High  School  Curriculum, 
(29)  High  School  Athletic  Data,  (30)  High  School 
Graduates,  1930,  (31)  Junior  High  School  Grad¬ 
uates,  (32)  Scholarship  Honors,  (33)  Perfect  Atten¬ 
dance,  (34)  Commendable  Attendance. 

We  hope  that  this  report  may  meet  your  ap¬ 
proval. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  C.  PAGE,  Ed.D., 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 

IRVING  M.  MANNING,  Chairman 
ANNIE  W.  HOYT,  Secretary 
HARRY  A.  PEASE 


School  Committee. 
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(1)  MERRIMAC  SCHOOL  CALENDAR 

(Continued  from  Calendar  in  1929  Town  Report) 
March,  1931-March,  1932 

March  2,  1931 — All  schools  open  for  third 
term. 

April  24,  1931 — All  schools  close  for  Spring 
vacation. 

May  4,  1931 — All  schools  open  for  Spring  term. 

June  19,  1931 — Elementary  schools  close  for 
Summer  vacation. 

June  23,  1931 — Junior  High  Graduation. 

June  25,  1931 — High  School  Graduation. 

Sept.  8,  1931 — Parents’  Day — Registration  of 
entering  pupils. 

Sept.  9,  1931 — All  schools  open  for  fall  term. 

Oct.  12,  1931 — Columbus  Day — All  schools 
close. 

Nov.  11,  1931 — Armistice  Day — All  schools 
close. 

Nov.  26,  27,  1931 — Thanksgiving  recess — All 
schools  close. 

Dec.  18,  1931 — All  schools  close  for  Christmas 
vacation. 

Dec.  28,  1931 — High  School  opens  for  Winter 
term. 

Jan.  1,  1932 — New  Year’s  Day — High  School 
closes. 

Jan.  4,  1932 — Elementary  schools  open  for 
Winter  term. 

Feb.  19,  1932 — All  schools  close  for  Washing¬ 
ton’s  birthday  vacation. 

Feb.  29,  1932 — All  schools  open  for  third  term. 

Junior  High  School  follows  High  School  calen¬ 
dar. 

Calendar  subject  to  modification  by  declared 
holidays,  convention,  visiting  day,  and  emergencies. 


(2)  DIRECTORY  OF  THE  SCHOOL  STAFF 
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(3)  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS 

On  July  19  the  superintendent  and  school  com¬ 
mittee  made  the  annual  summer  inspection  of  all  the 
Merrimac  school  buildings  in  order  to  check  the 
items  among  the  needed  repairs  and  upkeep  which 
seemed  most  pressing  for  such  funds  as  were  at  its 
disposal.  As  a  result  of  the  visitation  the  following 
work  was  done : 

The  Junior  High  School  was  painted,  new  gut¬ 
ters  were  added,  the  piazza  ceiling,  and  woodwork, 
were  varnished,  and  15  new  window  shades  were 
placed  upstairs.  At  the  Centre  School  the  railing 
to  the  entrance  platform  was  repaired,  a  new  lock 
and  a  new  threshhold  were  added,  and  an  electric 
horn  and  base  plugs  were  installed.  At  the  High 
School  an  electric  bell  was  installed,  6  window 
shades  were  replaced,  and  12  steel  armchairs  and 
several  desk  tops  were  purchased.  Throughout  the 
building  the  desks  were  varnished,  the  blackboards 
painted,  and  many  minor  repairs  were  made. 

During  the  year  the  chimneys  in  all  the  build¬ 
ings  were  cleaned,  and  two  bowlders,  long  bother- 
'some,  were  removed  from  the  yard  of  the  Centre 
School. 

Beginning  in  September,  Mr.  Charles  D.  Potter 
was  elected  custodian  of  school  buildings  and 
grounds,  and  janitor  at  the  High  and  Centre  Schools. 

(4)  CENTRE  SCHOOL 

During  the  summer  of  1930  there  were  three 
changes  in  the  teaching  staff  at  Centre  School. 

In  the  first  grade  Miss  Helen  J.  Kennedy  of 
Winthrop,  a  graduate  of  Winthrop  High  and  Lesley 
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Normal  School,  was  elected  to  the  position  formerly 
held  by  Miss  Katherine  Collins.  Miss  Kennedy  did 
her  practice  teaching  in  a  private  kindergarten  in 
Winthrop,  as  well  as  in  the  Winthrop  Public  Schools. 
For  one  month  she  was  a  substitute  kindergarten 
teacher  in  Haverhill.  In  the  Hebrew  School  in  Mal¬ 
den  she  was  the  first  grade  teacher  for  one  year. 
During  the  summer  of  1928  Miss  Kennedy  was  in 
charge  of  a  playground  in  Chelsea.  She  has  taken 
a  special  course  for  leadership  in  this  field,  as  well 
as  extension  work  in  educational  psychology. 

In  the  fourth  grade  Miss  Theresa  C.  Kondrat  of 
Lawrence,  a  graduate  of  Lawrence  High  and  Low¬ 
ell  Normal  School,  was  elected  to  the  position  for¬ 
merly  held  by  Mrs.  Grace  E.  Sawyer.  Miss  Kondrat 
has  had  nearly  four  years  of  teaching  experience; 
her  last  three  were  at  Pelham,  New  Hampshire.  For 
two  summers  she  studied  at  Boston  University,  tak¬ 
ing  courses  in  educational  psychology,  elementary 
education,  tests  and  measurements,  and  methods  of 
teaching  and  reading  English. 

In  the  fifth  grade  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Briggs  of  West 
Newbury,  a  graduate  of  New  Bedford  High  School 
with  a  summer  at  Hyannis  Normal  School,  was  elec¬ 
ted  to  the  position  held  last  spring  by  Miss  Sarah  L. 
Carpenter.  Mrs.  Briggs  is  a  teacher  of  eight  years 
experience.  For  the  last  three  years,  until  the  posi¬ 
tion  was  abolished  by  consolidation,  she  held  the 
principalship  of  the  Central  School,  West  Newbury.. 

A  harmonious  working  spirit  pervades  Centre 
School,  teachers  and  pupils  alike.  The  new  teachers 
have  entered  into  the  work  with  unusual  promise, 
and  the  whole  organization  under  Mrs.  Kingsbury 
is  yielding  better  educational  returns  than  the  town 
could  reasonably  expect  from  the  investment  invol- 
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ved  in  the  running  expenses  or  in  the  plant  itself.  As 
to  running  expenses,  the  cost  per  pupil  of  education 
in  the  Centre  School  last  year,  according  to  the  1930 
State  report,  was  the  very  lowest  in  the  State  of  any 
of  the  twenty-seven  towns  in  Merrimac’s  class  which 
ran  a  similar  six-year  elementary  school;  as  to  the 
plant  itself,  the  following  inscription,  apropos  of 
1930,  was  read  by  many  citizens  during  the  week 
of  tercentenary  celebration.  It  speaks  for  itself. 
'‘First  school  built  in  1802,  moved  in  1840,  front  part 
built  in  1869  and  used  many  years  as  high  school, 
now  Centre  School.” 

In  absence  of  any  sort  of  assembly  hall,  Mrs. 
Kingsbury  has  made  use  of  Sargent  Hall.  Here,  for 
assemblies,  she  has  been  arranging  for  some  of  the 
many  types  of  educational  features  which  are  avail¬ 
able  at  little  to  no  cost  to  the  the  modern  equipped 
school.  At  the  Christmas  Carols,  December  11, 
pictures  on  banana  culture  were  shown.  The  follow¬ 
ing  words  from  Mrs.  Kingsbury  will  explain  the  mat¬ 
ter  further : 

«'  "( H  '•  ' ;  •'  • 

“The  assembly  idea  has  been  experimented  by 
the  first  six  grades  of  the  Centre  School  in  the  Mer- 
rimac  Town  Hall.  The  reason  for  this  was  due  to 
splendid  interest  shown  on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 
There  has  been  also  profitable  gain  for  each  and  ev¬ 
ery, -,grade.  Four  different  plays  were  presented 
and'  two  different  sets  of  lantern  slides  were  shown 
by  various  grades  during  short  periods  on  certain 
Friday  afternoons. 

The  school  assembly  inculcates  respect  for 
authority,  as  well  as  embodies  and  expresses  the 
principles  of  ethical  living. 

The  children  sold  the  Christmas  seals  with  the 
usual  good  success. 


SCHOOL  REPORT 


9 


The  Christmas  entertainment  was  furnished  by 
the  pupils  of  the  Centre  School  in  the  Town  Hall 

. .  .  j 

for  the  Parent  Teachers  Association.” 

Credit  should  here  be  given  to  Mr.  John  A. 
Hutchins  for  his  offer  to  transport  Port  children  to 
feature  general  assemblies  without  cost. 

Since  1930  was  the  year  of  tercentenary  cele¬ 
bration  it  is  fitting  that  the  following  report  concern¬ 
ing  the  Centre  School  should  here  be  added: 

“On  May  29,  episodes  taken  from  the  Pageant 
Program  of  the  State  Book  were  given  at  Merrimac 
Town  Hall  by  children  from  the  six  grades  of  the 
Centre  School. 

Episode  I — “The  Coming  of  the  White  Man,” 
was  presented  by  pupils  of  the  fourth  graile,  Mrs. 
Grace  Sawyer,  teacher  of  fourth  grade,  directing. 

Episode  II — “The  Naming  of  the  Charles,”  was 
given  by  the  sixth  grade,  Mrs.  Wilma  Kingsbury, 
Principal  of  the  Centre  School,  in  charge. 

Episode  III — “The  Reception  of  Governor  Win- 
throp,”  was  played  by  boys  and  girls  from  Grade  V 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Sarah  Carpenter,  teacher 
of  Grade  V. 

“The  Dame  School,”  was  played  by  the  little 
children  of  the  Centre  School,  pupils  from  Grades  I, 
II,  and  III.  Mrs.  Irving  Manning,  teacher  of  the 
second  grade  and  Miss  Sarah  Titcomb,  teacher  of  the 
third  grade,  in  charge. 

By  request,  “The  Dame  School”  was  repeated 

i  • 

at  the  October  meeting  of  the  Merrimac  Woman’s 
Club.” 
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During  1930  the  following  books  and  equipment 
have  been  added  at  Centre  School: 

t 

Arithmetic : 

Smith,  Luse,  Morss 

Walks  and  Talks  in  Numberland,  Grade  2. 
Problem  and  Practice  Arithmetics,  Grades  4-6- 
Fowlkes  et  al. 

Practical  Arithmetic  Workbooks,  Grades  2-6- 

English : 

Scott 

The  Open  Door  Language  Series,  Grades  3-6* 

Reading  and  Literature : 

Horn,  Cutright  and  Horn 

First  Lessons  in  Learning  to  Study,  Grade  2. 

Lucia 

Peter  and  Polly  in  Autumn,  Grade  3. 

Avery 

Prose  and  Poetry  (4th),  Grade  5. 

History  and  Civics : 

C  o  ddington-Long 

Our  Country,  Grade  5. 

Equipment  and  supplies: 

Set  Audubon  Charts. 

Set  Compton’s  Encyclopaedia. 

Pupae  for  Nature  Study. 

(5)  MERRIMACPORT  SCHOOL 

During  the  summer  Miss  Dorothy  Noddin, 
teacher  of  grades  four  and  five  at  the  Port  school, 
resigned  to  accept  a  position  in  Beverly.  The  vacan¬ 
cy  was  filled  by  the  transference  of  Miss  Sarah  L. 
Carpenter  of  fifth  grade  Centre.  Miss  Carpenter 
was  already  well  known  at  the  Port;  she  had  filled 
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the  same  position  during  the  preceding  fall,  before 
Miss  Noddin. 

Beginning  November  3,  a  sixth  grade  class  was 
added  to  Miss  Carpenter’s  room.  Six  girls,  who  live 
nearer  to  the  Port  school  than  the  Centre  School, 
were  transferred  to  the  Port  school.  Mrs.  Kings¬ 
bury’s  room  enrollment  was  thus  decreased  from  48 
to  42,  and  Miss  Carpenter’s  increased  from  10  to  16, 
a  more  equitable  distribution.  The  six  girls  who 

,  •  V,  y  ^  '  v  .  •  '  ,'r  r  1 

were  transferred  are:  Dolly  Eaton,  Anna  Foster, 
Helen  Foster,  Marian  Harvey,  Frances  Plona,  and 
Lillian  Sande. 

A  feature  at  the  Port  school  has  been  the  school 
Savings  Bank,  started  by  Mrs.  Davis  during  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year  through  the  courtesy  of  the  local  bank, 
and  doing  well. 

'.v  ’■  •  ’  : '  1  r*.  >  , ;  •  s  *  v  i  *  .  ‘  j  t  v  .  »  .  .  u  *  ’  '* 

At  the  Port  school  now  there  are  six  grades  al¬ 
together;  downstairs  grades  1,  2,  and  3  with  Mrs.  M. 
Ethel  Davis,  and  upstairs  4,  5,  and  6  with  Miss  Car¬ 
penter.  Graduates  of  the  Port  school,  therefore, 
will  go  directly  to  the  Junior  High  on  Prospect  St. 
Three  grades  to  a  room  is  not  a  desirable  situation, 
but  relief  has  been  given  by  the  purchase  of  work 
books  which  enable  a  teacher  to  direct  the  study  of 
two  classes  while  she  is  conducting  the  third  orally. 
Then,  too,  there  are  certain  factors  of  compensation. 
Short  distances  to  school  make  it  easier  for  the  pu¬ 
pils,  especially  the  younger  ones.  Small  classes  make 
it  possible  for  a  teacher  to  give  more  individual  at¬ 
tention  when  it  is  needed.  For  the  older  pupils  it 
would  probably  be  better,  all  things  considered,  to 
affiliate  with  the  larger  group  at  Centre  school.  But 
when  Centre  School  became  filled  to  overflowing, 
the  added  upstairs  room  at  the  Port  became  a  neces¬ 
sity.  All  was  not  loss,  however;  a  neighborhood 
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school  such  as  this  can  help  to  build  a  community* 
spirit.  It  is  hoped  that  the  residents  at  the  Port 
will  feel  that  the  Port  school  is  a  vital  part  of  their 
community  life,  and  that  the  teachers  need  their 
friendly  helping  interest. 

During  the  year  the  books  which  have  been  ad¬ 
ded  have  been  practically  the  same  as  those  listed 
for  the  Centre  School. 

(6)  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 

During  August,  Miss  Myra  E.  Smith  of  Merri- 
mac,  a  graduate  of  Merrimac  High  School  with  three 
years  of  training  at  Bates  College  and  two  summer 
sessions  at  Boston  University,  was  elected  to  the  po¬ 
sition  in  English,  mathematics,  and  natural  science 
formerly  held  by  Miss  Ethel  M.  Lawrie.  Miss  Smith 
is  a  teacher  of  fifteen  years  experience ;  her  recent 
location  was  Methuen. 

The  following  words,  received  at  the  end  of 
1930  from  Mrs.  Pearl  C.  VanHouten,  principal,  are 
of  so  much  interest  that  they  are  printed  here  in 
statu  quo: 

“Achievement  in  junior  high  school  work  is 
often  measured  in  scholastic  ratings  only  and  certain 
results  of  far-reaching  value  to  the  community  are 
overlooked  or  not  understood. 

The  Junior  High  encourages  democratic  parti¬ 
cipation  and  cooperation  in  social  groups,  and  clubs 
are  vital  parts  of  the  program.  Self-control  and  a 
healthy  interest  in  the  civic  and  social  life  of  the 
community  are  encouraged. 

The  Junior  High  presents  problems  the  essential 
completion  of  which  brings  great  satisfaction.  In- 
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terests  that  will  lead  to  profitable  use  of  leisure  are 
introduced  wherever  possible. 

•  ,  ;  J  .  . 

Much  has  been  accomplished  toward  these  ob¬ 
jectives  during  the  year.  Several  clubs  have  made 
good  progress  in  science  and  literature.  A  school 
gong  was  installed  by  members  of  the  Science  Club, 
Several  new  books  were  purchased  by  the  Whittier 
Book  Club.  A  magazine  has  been  issued  by  each 
class  at  regular  intervals.  A  trip  to  Boston  was 
financed  entirely  by  the  graduating  class,  the  money 
being  earned  by  various  methods.  Much  practical 
knowledge  of  business  and  banking  was  obtained^ 
also.  ...  , 

.  _  .  •  •  i  <  t 

New  paint  inside  and  outside  added  much  to 
the  appearance  of  the  school  and  was  much  appre¬ 
ciated.  A  small  beginning  has  been  made  by  the  stu¬ 
dents  toward  improving  the  grounds  about  the 
building  and  by  planting  of  shrubs  and  grass  seed. 

The  class  of  1930  observed  Class  Day  and  plant¬ 
ed  an  ivy  at  the  school  with  appropriate  exercises* 
thereby  establishing  a  precedent  that  will  be  follow¬ 
ed  again  this  year. 

There  is  real  need  of  a  school  library — also 
some  equipment  for  simple  experiments  in  science, 
such  as  the  Lunt-Haley  units  that  are  used  in  many 
schools  that  have  no  laboratory  for  such  work.” 

To  the  preceding  it  should  be  added  that  Mrs, 

Van  Houten’s  daily  deeds  fit  her  year-end  words. 

‘  •*,.» ...  ..  .< 

For  graduation  details  see  items  15  and  31,  ..  . 

The  following  books  and  equipment  have,  been 
added  during  1930 : 

English : 

Scott 
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The  Open  Door  Language  Series,  Grade  7,  8. 

History  and  Civics : 

Rugg  1 

Introduction  to  American  Civilization,  Grade  8. 

Equipment  and  supplies: 

Set  Audubon  Charts. 

Pupae  for  Elementary  Science. 

(7)  HIGH  SCHOOL 

During  1930  there  were  three  changes  in  the 
high  school  staff. 

In  March  Miss  Esther  E.  Thorin,  of  Monson,  a 
graduate  of  Monson  High  School  and  Tufts  College, 
was  elected  to  the  position  in  English  which  had 
been  held  during  the  first  part  of  the  school  year  by 
Miss  Harriot  G.  Cazneau.  In  college  Miss  Thorin  ma¬ 
jored  in  English  and  minored  in  science.  Her  prac¬ 
tice  teaching  was  in  Medford  High  School.  Miss 
Thorin  has  had  experience  in  leading  literary,  de¬ 
bating  and  discussion  clubs.  She  started  her  work  in 
the  Merrimac  High  School  on  March  31. 

In  August  Miss  Mary  Daniel  of  Reading,  a 
graduate  of  Reading  High  School  and  Radcliffe 
College,  was  elected  to  the  position  in  history  for¬ 
merly  held  by  Miss  Rose  Schifino.  In  college  Miss 
Daniel  took  the  classical  course.  Her  first  teaching 
experience  was  in  the  Merrimac  High  School. 

In  August  Miss  Jeanne  IVI.  Duzois  of  Lowell,  a 
graduate  of  Lowell  High  School  and  of  the  four  year 
course  in  commercial  education  at  the  Salem  Normal 
School,  was  elected  to  the  position  in  the  commercial 
department  held  during  the  preceding  school  year 
by  Miss  Arlene  H.  Gow.  In  June  Miss  Dozois  re¬ 
ceived  her  bachelor’s  degree.  She  did  her  practice 
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teaching  in  the  Lowell  High  Schol.  For  two  summers 
Miss  Dozois  was  stenographer  under  U.  S.  Civil  Ser¬ 
vice,  at  Camp  Devens. 

The  report  of  the  high  school  principal  will  be 
found  under  item  27.  See  also  items  28-30,  32-34. 

Herewith  follows  a  list  of  the  books  and  equip¬ 
ment  added  during  1920 : 

French : 

Fraser  and  Squair:  New  Complete  French  Gram¬ 
mar. 

Meras  and  Roth:  Petits  Contes  de  France. 

Lavisse :  Histoire  de  France ;  Cours  Elementaire. 
Bazin:  Les  Oberles. 

Mathematics : 

Wentworth  and  Smith:  Plane  Geometry. 

Science : 

Laboratory  equipment  and  suplies  for  physics  and 
chemistry. 

Pupae  for  biology. 

»  1  .  •*  ,f 

Set  Audubon  Charts. 

History : 

Foster’s  Historical  Maps,  Part  II. 

(8)  MUSIC 

I  Efe*  7 

In  music,  under  Mr.  Douglas  A.  Porell,  a  sys¬ 
tematic  attempt  is  being  made  to  work  out  a  course 
in  which  there  shall  be  continuity  of  growth  from 
year  to  year.  To  this  end  teachers  are  given  outline  ^ 
books  of  the  same  series;  new  work,  building  defin¬ 
itely  upon  the  old,  takes  the  pupil  one  notch  for¬ 
ward  in  each  grade.  In  any  subject  proper  contin¬ 
uity  is  possible  only  under  a  supervisor  who  sees  the 
work  as  a  whole.  For  this  reason  all  types  of  sub- 
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jects,  including  the  3  Rs,  are  under  the  definite- 
supervision  of  one  head  in  the  newly  consolidated 
integrated  West  Newbury  school  across  the  river. 

In  the  Merrimac  Junior  High  School  a  study 
of  the  lives  and  works  of  the  great  masters  of  music 
is  planned  in  connection  with  the  course  in  music 
appreciation. 

Music  work  in  the  Merrimac  schools  in  1930 
has  been  helped  by  the  addition  of  a  portable  Vic- 
trola;  also  by  the  tuning  of  pianos  during  the  sum¬ 
mer.  5 


(9)  ART 

During  1930  there  have  been  several  exhibits  of 
the  art  work  done  in  the  Merrimac  schools  under 
Miss  Annie  A.  Kelly.  Posters  of  the  Centre  School 
operetta,  early  in  the  year,  were  shown  in  the  store 
windows;  posters  for  the  state  contest  of  the  M.  S. 
P.  C.  A.  were  shown  in  the  Hoyt  Memorial  Library, 
and  the  work  of  the  Junior  High  School  was  shown 
at  the  Class  Day  exercises. 

In  the  spring  several  pupils  won  prizes  offered 
by  the  American  Humane  Education  Society.  At 
the  Centre  School  Mary  Waterhouse  of  the  sixth 
grade  won  the  Blue  Ribbon  Medal,  or  first  prize. 
Clyde  Frost  of  the  fourth  and  Muriel  Wallace  of  the 
fifth  won  Red  Ribbon  Medals,  or  second  prizes, 
while  three  won  Honorable  Mention,  with  a  year’s 
subscription  to  Our  Dumb  Animals.  The  latter 
were  Marjorie  Fowle,  fourth,  Shirlie  Doucette,  fifth, 
and  Vaughn  Trenholm,  sixth.  At  the  Port  school 
two  prizes  were  won:  Anna  Marie  Foster,  fifth,  Red 
Ribbon,  and  Lillian  Sande,  fifth,  Honorable  Mention. 
At.  the  Junior  High  School  there  were  six  prizes: 
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Ada  Lawrence,  eighth,  Blue  Ribbon,  Elinor  MacDon¬ 
ald,  seventh,  Red  Ribbon,  and  Margaret  Dow,  sev¬ 
enth,  Pearl  Robinson,  seventh,  Helen  Sanuk,  eighth, 
and  Leo  Dobben,  eighth,  Honorable  Mention. 

For  Tercentenary  Week,  the  last  of  July,  Miss 
Kelly  made  a  historical  map  of  Merrimac  which  was 
v7ery  clever  and  most  interesting  and  timely.  The 
map,  on  exhibit  at  the  library,  was  a  history  in  it¬ 
self  ;  it  contributed  much  towards  the  success  of  the 
celebration. 

During  September  the  drawing  work  in  the 
schools  was  delayed  by  the  illness  of  Miss  Kelly. 

For  the  1930  Christmas  season,  pupils  in  the  art 
department  of  the  schools  made  two  gifts  each,  from 
inexpensive  material  usually  found  at  home. 

(10)  TUITION  PUPILS 

Early  in  the  year  the  question  arose  concerning 
the  allocation  of  pupils  residing  in  the  Rocks  Village 
section  of  Merrimac.  Two  pupils  there  without  the 
prior  sanction  of  the  superintendent  and  the 
school  committee,  had  attended  the  Rocks  Vil¬ 
lage  School,  supported  by  the  city  of  Haverhill.  It 
is  obviously  necessary  for  the  school  department  to 
know  before  hand  just  how  many  tuition  bills  it  has 
to  meet,  otherwise  it  could  not  keep  within  its  ap¬ 
propriation,  as  required.  A  tuition  claim  of  $165 
by  the  city  of  Haverhill  could  not  properly  be  met 
by  the  school  department  anyhow,  because  the  Di¬ 
rector  of  Public  Accounts  does  not  authorize  the 
committee  to  meet  any  bill  not  contracted  in  the 
year  in  which  it  is  paid. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  in  March,  $165  was 
appropriated  for  meeting  the  Rocks  Village  bill 
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from  Haverhill  ;  the  town  obviously  wishes  that  pu¬ 
pils  in  this  section  be  allowed  tuition  in  the  conven¬ 
iently  located  Rocks  Village  School.  The  permission 
to  attend  will  gladly  be  granted  by  the  school  de¬ 
partment  any  year  that  it  can  do  so  within  its  ap¬ 
propriation,  but  prior  consent  before  school  begins 
will  always  be  necessary  and  the  exact  location  of 
residence  will  have  to  be  considered.  Funds  will 
then  be  laid  aside  for  meeting  such  bills  as  author¬ 
ized.  As  for  the  $165  back  bill,  the  town  could  le¬ 
gally  meet  this  and  did.  The  city  of  Haverhill,  any¬ 
how  had  not  sent  bills,  and  the  school  department 
had  no  way  ,the  previous  year,  of  knowing  that  any 
of  this  till  existed. 

At  the  present  time  one  child  is  attending  Rocks 
Village  School,  with  due  authority.  If  a  dozen  child¬ 
ren  should  live  in  this  district  the  school  appropria¬ 
tion  would  have  to  be  increased  $720  over  what  it 
would  otherwise  be  before  the  school  department 
would  have  the  means  for  authorization. 

(11)  VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION 

Unless  the  town  makes  some  provision  for 
tuition  to  trade  schools  through  an  article  in  the 
warrant  it  is  liable  to  receive  bills  in  1931  which  the 
selectmen  will  have  to  find  a  way  to  pay  without 
appropriation.  Such  was  the  case  in  1930,  although 
the  amount  was  small.  One  boy  has  been  attending 
the  printing  department  of  '  the  Haverhill  Trade 
School  since  September.  The  tuition  to  Haverhill 
Trade  School  is  $200  a  year;  to  Beverly  Trade  School 
it  is  $150  a  year.  During  1930  the  fact  that  the 
trade  schools  were  already  full  prevented  many 
tuition  bills.  Salisbury,  in  this  district,  paid  voca¬ 
tional  bills  during  1930  to  the  amount  of  $986.73; 
fortunately  there  was  an  appropriation  of  $1,000  to 
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meet  them..  It  doesn’t  seem  probable  that  Merrimac 
vocational  bills  during  1931  will  amount  to  over 
$500;  possibly  they  will  not  be  half  of  that.  But 
no  one  can  estimate  the  amount;  one  has  little  basis 
for  even  a  guess.  Whatever  the  amount  the  school 
committee  is  not  authorized  to  pay  these  bills  out  of 
the  school  appropriation;  it  is  the  ruling  of  the  at¬ 
torney  general.  The  amount  needed  during  1931 
will  depend  upon  the  number  of  persons  who  apply 
and  are  able  to  find  an  opening  in  the  fall. 

Most  citizens  are  familiar  with  the  law,  Chapter 
74,  which  compels  the  town  of  Merrimac  to  pay  the 
tuition  of  any  Merrimac  citizen  fourteen  years  of  age 
or  over  who  finds  an  opening  in  a  trade  school  and 
who  decides  (with  the  parent’s  written  consent  in  the 
case  of  minors)  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
afforded.  But  it  must  be  clearly  borne  in  mind  that 
this  expense  is  automatic  under  Chapter  74;  neither 
the  school  committee  nor  the  superintendent  has 
any  authority  in  the  matter.  On  the  other  hand  the 
expense  of  vocational  education  falls  only  in  part 
upon  the  permanent  resident  of  the  town;  half  of 
the  tuition  is  reimbursed  later  by  the  state. 

(12)  RETARDED  CHILDREN 

More  and  more,  state  laws  passed  by  legislators 
whom  we  elect  are  prescribing  what  shall  be  done, 
and  how.  If,  for  instance,  as  a  result  of  this  fall’s 
clinic  for  retarded  children  held  compulsorily  by 
the  state  under  Section  46,  Chapter  71,  Dr.  Alpern 
establishes  that  ten  or  more  children  have  been 
found  in  Merrimac  that  are  three  or  more  years  re¬ 
tarded,  Merrimac  will  be  obliged  to  hire  a  special 
teacher  and  establish  a  special  school,  even  if  it  has 
to  call  a  special  meeting  for  finding  funds  and  sug- 
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gesting  plans.  Likewise,  as  a  result  of  another  law 
just  enacted  concerning  handicapped  children,  if 
a  forthcoming  survey  should  disclose  five  or  more 
Merrimac  children  disabled  and  confined  for  long 
periods  to  their  homes,  the  town  would  be  obliged 
to  hire  a  full-time  teacher  of  at  least  three  years’ 
experience  to  go  to  the  homes  and  teach  them  there. 

In  the  spring  of  1930  the  superintendent’s  office 
received  notice  that  there  were  fourteen  retarded 
children  in  Merrimac,  but  subsequent  examination 
of  case  reports  disclosed  that  there  were  enough 
border  line  cases  among  the  fourteen  to  warrant  that 
the  town  be  excused  this  year  from  forming  a  special 
class,  on  the  ground  that  there  were  not  ten  who 
were  definitely  retarded  according  to  the  letter  of 
the  law.  What  the  report  will  be  in  the  spring  of 
1931  for  the  examination  made  in  the  fall  of  1930  we 
do  not  know.  If  the  count  should  be  ten  or  more, 
citizens  will  have  to  face  the  issue.  A  suitable  room 
acceptable  to  the  State  Building  Inspector  would 
have  to  be  found.  The  room  would  have  to  have  two 
tdilets.  A  special  teacher  would  have  to  be  engaged 
and  funds  for  the  whole  would  have  to  be  found  by 
an  added  regular  appropriation  at  a  special  meet¬ 
ing. 

(13)  PROBLEM  CHILDREN 

.♦  '  f  ’  ’  * 

Merrimac,  like  other  towns,  has  a  few  problem 
children.  And  behind  every  problem  child  lies  a 
problem  parent,  blissfully  certain  that  she  or  he  has 
been  the  best  parent  in  the  world,  in  fact  unable  to 
understand  why  not. 

The  commonest  form  of  problem  child  is  the 
one  that  lacks  proper  respect  for  parents,  teachers, 
or  the  rights  of  others.  This  type  of  child  has  often 

.  *  *  I  .*  s 
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been  threatened  and  scolded  by  a  loud  but  silly 
parent  until  his  ears  have  been  closed  in  sheer  self- 
defense,  first  against  the  parent,  and  then,  by  habit, 
against  the  world.  Later,  of  course,  the  child  gets  in 
trouble  in  school,  and  off  rushes  the  parent  to  see 
the  principal  or  the  superintendent.  These  parents 
seldom  come  to  gain  simple  justice;  in  reality  they 
:seek  revenge  upon  some  teacher  for  some  griev¬ 
ance  of  which  they  have  heard  one  side.  This 
type  of  parent  is  likely  to  back  the  child  in  any  case. 
Not  having  the  moral  courage  and  quiet  strength 
which  it  takes  to  control  a  child,  they  seek  blindly 
to  gain  his  love  and  respect  by  playing  the  partisan, 
but  succeed  only  in  further  weakening  the  child’s 
character.  Parents  of  this  type  will  find  small 
sympathy  at  the  superintendent’s  office.  The 
trouble  is  not  usually  with  the  heart  but  with  the 
understanding  of  the  case.  The  superintendent’s 
sympathy  will  be  all  with  the  child,  but  the  child 
must  take  his  punishment  just  the  same. 

(14)  PROMOTIONS 

A  promoted  child  is  placed  definitely  ahead  in 
the  next  grade  because  he  has  earned  it;  a  child  that 
is  placed  ahead  on  trial  is  not  a  promoted  child. 
When  a  child  is  placed  ahead  on  trial  he  has  been 
granted  the  special  privilege  of  demonstrating,  dur¬ 
ing  a  period  of  two  months,  that  he  can  do  the  work 
of  the  grade  next  above.  If  the  demonstration  sat¬ 
isfies  his  teacher  that  he  can  keep  up  without  undue 
attention,  the  child  has  earned  regular  promotion 
at  the  end  of  the  two  month’s  trial  period ;  if  not,  the 
child  must  return  to  his  grade. 

Any  child  may,  under  very  exceptional  con¬ 
ditions,  be  promoted  at  certain  times  during  the 
year.  If  a  child’s  regular  achievement  is  a  year 
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ahead  of  his  grade,  or  nearly  a  year,  he  may,  if  the 
parent  desires,  be  given  a  trial  of  two  months  in  the 
grade  next  above.  The  trial  will  be  under  the  stan¬ 
dard  conditions  aforesaid,  but  it  may  begin  only  at 
the  first  of  November  or  at  the  first  of  January. 

i 

When  a  child  comes  to  Merrimac  schools  from 
outside  towns  he  will  be  taken  on  trial  only,  for  the 
indicated  grade;  a  two  months  trial  in  our  system 
will  demonstrate  his  proper  grading,  which  will  then 
be  given  to  him,  whether  it  be  lower,  the  same,  or 
higher.  No  parent,  when  he  moves  from  one  com¬ 
munity  to  another,  can  be  certain  of  the  grading  of 
his  child  in  the  schools  of  the  new  community  to 
which  he  goes.  It  is  the  same  in  college,  when  a 
student  transfers  from  one  to  another.  Many  illus¬ 
trations  could  here  be  given. 

Sometimes  a  child  is  not  promoted,  but 
transferred  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  a  higher  grade. 
This  indicates  that  the  child,  although  he  has  not 
earned  promotion,  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the  teachers 
and  the  principal,  got  all  that  he  can  from  the  grade 
in  question  and  had  better  next  try  the  one  above 
with  pupils  more  nearly  of  his  own  age. 

(15)  1930  GRADUATIONS 

The  graduation  exercises  of  the  Merrimac 
Junior  High  School  were  held  in  Sargent  Hall  on 
Tuesday  evening,  June  24.  There  were  twenty- 
eight  graduates,  seven  with  honors.  The  speaker  of 
the  evening  was  Mr.  Frank  P.  Morse,  Supervisor  of 
Secondary  Education,  State  Department. 

The  program  was  most  appropriate  to  the  ter¬ 
centenary  year,  and  was  so  well  conceived  that  it 
was  commended  by  Mr.  Morse  who  himself  had 
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been  the  chairman  of  the  committee  that  published 
the  general  tercentenary  material  for  the  schools  of 
the  state.  The  central  theme  was  “Romance  in  the 
Merrimack  Valley. ”  The  part  of  Mabel  Martin  was 
played  by  Irene  Elizabeth  Hargraves  and  the  part 
of  the  Countess  by  Helen  Marjorie  How.  The  stories 
in  brief,  as  printed  on  the  program,  follow : 

“Mabel  Martin  lived  on  Martin’s  Road.  She  was 
shunned  by  society  because  her  mother  had  been 
hanged  as  a  witch.  Esek  Harden  defies  the  jests  of 
his  neighbors  and  marries  Mabel.” 

“Count  Francois  Helen  de  Vipart,  a  French  re¬ 
fugee,  found  rest  and  comfort  at  the  Ingalls’  home 
at  Rocks’  Village.  Here  he  wooed  and  won  the 
beautiful  Mary  Ingalls.  The  “Countess”  died  soon 
after  and  was  buried  in  the  little  cemetery  overlook¬ 
ing  the  Merrimack.  The  Count  returned  to  his  own 
country.” 

The  salutatory  was  delivered  by  Virginia  Bur¬ 
nett  Harrison  and  the  valedictory  by  Norma  Paul 
ine  Goodwin. 

The  graduation  exercises  of  the  Class  of  1930 
of  the  Merrimac  High  School  were  held  in  Sargent 
Hall  on  Thursday  evening,  June  26.  There  were 
nineteen  graduates.  The  Balfour  Award,  given  for 
the  first  time  in  1929  to  Eleanor  Merrill  Carter, 
went  in  1930  to  Hilda  Marie  Kidston,  class  valedic¬ 
torian.  It  signifies  outstanding  qualities  of  scholar¬ 
ship,  loyalty,  and  achievement.  The  salutatorian 
was  Virginia  Mae  Godwin,  and  the  speaker  of  the 
evening  was  Mr.  Frank  Robinson,  a  former  teacher 
of  the  class  at  the  Junior  High  School.  Mr.  Robin¬ 
son’s  topic  was  “The  Job  of  Being  an  Individual.” 
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Mr.  Harold  C.  Lord  of  the  American  Legion 
and  Sons  of  Veterans  presented  the  Washington  and 
Franklin  Medal  to  Raymond  Odiorne  for  proficiency 
in  United  States  History. 

Principal  C.  D.  MacKay  presented  typewriting 
awards  to  Claudia  Chard,  Mildred  Deminie,  Anna 
Eaton,  Donna  Hall,  Winnifred  Manning,  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Peaslee. 

(16)  CALENDAR  PLAN 

The  calendar  adopted  for  the  year  and  pub¬ 
lished  under  item  (1)  is  a  continuation  of  the  cal¬ 
endar  begun  in  the  1929  town  report.  A  continued 
calendar  is  published  a  year  in  advance  in  order  that 
all  parents,  pupils,  school  officials,  teachers,  and 
bus  drivers  may  arrange  their  affairs  in  accordance.. 

(17)  TRANSPORTATION 

By  the  end  of  the  fall  of  1930  all  Merrimac 
transportation  of  school  children  was  by  school  bus. 
There  are  two  routes,  one  from  the  Birch  Meadow 
and  Highlands  districts,  run  by  Mr.  Charles  H. 
Staples,  and  the  other  from  Harriman  and  Bear  Hill 
Roads  and  Lake  Attitash  and  Emery  Street,  run  by 
Mr.  John  A.  Hutchins.  On  Mr.  Staples’  route  24  are 
regularly  transported,  12  to  the  Centre  School  and 
12  to  the  High.  On  Mr.  Hutchins’  route  35  are  reg¬ 
ularly  transported,  9  from  Harriman  Road,  10  from 
Bear  Hill  Road,  11  from  Lake  Attitash,  and  5  from 
Emery  Street.  Until  October  9,  when  Lake  Attitash 
and  Emery  Streets  were  added  to  the  route  of  Mr. 
Hutchins,  the  children  from  these  points  were  given 
tickets  for  the  public  bus. 

The  afternoon  starting  point  of  the  bus  routes 
is  the  Centre  School;  here  39  are  regularly  taken  on. 
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The  eighteen  high  school  pupils  are  expected  to 
walk  to  the  Centre,  but  in  the  morning  deliveries  are 
made  at  the  school.  It  is  thought  best,  too,  for  the. 
younger  children  to  have  the  first  choice  of  seats. 

Both  bus  routes  are  covered  by  contracts  with 
specifications  made  out  through  the  offices  of  the 
town  counsel,  and  both  are  under  insurance  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  school  department.  Merrimac  child¬ 
ren  now  have  the  advantages  of  closed-in  busses. 

During  the  year  a  question  arose  concerning  the 
responsibility  of  the  school  during  the  noon  luncheon 
periods  for  bus  children  and  others  whose  parents 
desire  that  they  stay.  It  was  decided  that  the  school 
could  continue  its  regular  responsibility  in  proper 
cases  through  the  noon  luncheon  period  when  the 
parent  requests  it  in  writing  to  the  principal,  but 
only  under  the  condition  that  the  child  continues 
during  this  period  under  the  full  management  of  the 
designated  teacher.  This  means  that  the  child  will 
not  be  allowed  to  leave  the  building  and  grounds, 
without  special  consent  unless  the  parent  makes  a 
special  written  request  and  assumes  responsibility 
during  the  absence  of  the  child  from  the  school. 

(18)  GENERAL  ITEMS 

Among  school  items  of  general  interest  the  fol¬ 
lowing  may  be  mentioned : 

On  January  20  the  teachers  of  Merrimac  visit¬ 
ed  various  schools  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  first 
hand  how  other  teachers  are  coping  with  problems 
similar  to  theirs. 

On  February  26  the  Girls’  Glee  Club  of  the 
Merrimac  High  School  offered  a  program  in  Sargent 
Hall  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Porell. 


26 


SCHOOL  REPORT 


On  May  13  Patrolman  Andrews  of  Framing¬ 
ham  Barracks  came  to  Merrimac  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Safety;  he  spoke  throughout  our 
schools  on  ways  and  means  of  avoiding  traffic  acci¬ 
dents.  With  a  national  automobile  death  toll  last 
year  which  was  more  than  double  the  population  of 
Newburyport,  children  need  definite  instruction  in 
the  problems  of  safety. 

In  June  the  registers  showed  a  total  enrollment  of 
429  pupils  for  the  school  year. 

On  September  29  Mr.  Frank  W.  Wright  of  the 
State  Department  invited  the  pupils  of  the  High  and 
Junior  High  of  Merrimac  to  attend  the  Tercenten¬ 
ary  Exhibit  of  Governmental  Activities  in  Boston. 
Such  pupils  as  desided  to  attend,  and  were  able, 
were  not  marked  absent  from  school. 

On  October  9,  Fire  Prevention  Day,  the  Merri¬ 
mac  fire  chief,  Mr.  Aaron  A.  Hume,  was  invited  to 
witness  fire  drills  and  make  suggestions  of  any  sort 
for  decreasing  fire  hazards  in  our  schools. 

(19)  SUPERINTENDENCY  UNION  NO.  59 

During  1930  a  project  of  moment  was  started 
through  the  combined  efforts  of  the  entire  elemen¬ 
tary  teaching  staff  of  Merrimac  and  other  towns  in 
the  union.  This  project  is  the  outlining,  and  possibly 
the  printing  during  1931,  of  a  course  of  study  suit¬ 
able  to  the  needs  of  the  classrooms  of  this  district. 
New  teachers,  and  experienced  teachers  for  that 
matter,  often  ask:  “Just  what  are  we  supposed  to 
teach  in  third  grade  English?  in  second  grade  math¬ 
ematics?  in  fifth  grade  history?”  and  so  on.  To  for¬ 
mulate  a  simple,  practical,  workable  guide  which 
shall  be  helpful  and  specific,  and  at  the  same  time 
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adaptable,  is  a  colossal  task  to  tackle,  even  for  the 
combined  forces  of  this  union.  But  if  the  wisdom,, 
experience,  and  training  of  all  can  be  pooled  for  the 
use  of  each,  it  should  be  of  value.  In  this  work  the 
teachers  will  doubtlessly  be  helped  by  the  subject- 
matter  specialists  in  the  newly  consolidated  inte¬ 
grated  school  in  West  Newbury.  The  school  there 
is  so  organized  that  each  subject  throughout  the 
grades  is  supervised  by  a  college  graduate  specialist 
who  visits  each  grade  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes  a. 
week  while  the  subject  is  being  taught,  and  after¬ 
wards  confers  with  the  teacher  to  help  her  with  her 
difficulties.  This  constant  visiting  should  give  per¬ 
spective.  The  union  project  aforesaid  is  confined 
for  the  present  to  the  work  of  the  first  six  grades. 
It  is  one  of  the  outcomes  of  the  welding  of  the  union 
by  regular  joint  teachers’  meetings.  In  effect,  the 
Merrimac  schools  are  in  a  community  with  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  7,665. 

During  1930  standardized  achievement  tests 
were  administered  throughout  the  district  in  May 
and  October.  The  results  of  these  tests,  after  they 
have  been  studied  by  the  teachers,  are  filed  at  the 
superintendent’s  office.  Any  teacher,  upon  request, 
can  study  the  history  of  the  progress  of  any  pupil  in 
her  class  in  any  subject  since  the  tests  began,  pro¬ 
vided  the  pupil  has  been  in  our  system  that  long. 

(20)  PLAYGROUND  PROJECTS 

Last  year  1,137  playgrounds  in  this  country 
were  opened  for  the  first  time.  Some  were  started 
by  public  and  some  by  private  funds.  During  the 
year  public  spirited  citizens  and  organizations  made 
gifts  of  land  or  money  for  playgrounds  totaling  1,556 
acres,  and  a  valuation  of  $864,121. 
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All  about  us  communities  have  their  play¬ 
grounds.  Haverhill  has  five,  one  on  Primrose 
Street,  at  the  foot  of  Dexter,  one  on  Margin  Street 
down  by  the  river  back  of  Moody  School,  one  at  Riv¬ 
erside  at  the  rear  of  the  Haverhill  Stadium,  one  in 
Bradford  back  of  the  Wood  School,  and  one  called 
the  Passaquo  on  Swasey  Street.  Amesbury  has  its 
ample  playground  in  what  was  once  Moody  Woods 
on  Sandy  Hollow  Road,  and  the  town  is  grateful  to 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brierly  and  others  for  bringing  it  about. 
Newburyport  has  its  Central  Park  and  playground. 
Salisbury  has  its  playground  near  the  Spalding 
School,  and  West  Newbury  its  playground  back  of 
the  Central  School.  Merrimac  is  beginning  to  stand 
alone  in  its  lack  of  playground  facilities. 

Just  as  playgrounds  are  purchased  by  all  sorts 
of  funds,  public  and  private,  they  are  managed  by 
all  sorts  of  groups,  public  and  private.  In  the  larger 
communities  in  this  section,  the  playgrounds  are 
under  the  Park  Commission,  but  it  is  surprising,  the 
country  over,  the  number  of  clubs  such  as  Rotary, 
Kiwanis,  and  Lions,  as  well  as  the  number  of  other 
organizations,  that  are  buying  and  managing  play¬ 
grounds  for  the  good  of  the  general  public,  especial¬ 
ly  the  boys  and  girls.  These  playgrounds  are  some¬ 
times  given  later  as  building  sites. 

The  vast  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Merrimac 
want  a  playground  for  their  boys  and  girls;  failure 
of  action  has  resulted  mostly  from  disagreement 
upon  the  best  location,  rather  than  upon  the  issue  it¬ 
self.  Your  superintendent  regretted  that  his  pres¬ 
ence  at  another  town  meeting  prevented  his  pres¬ 
ence  at  the  Merrimac  adjourned  town  meeting;  he 
would  have  been  glad  to  request  the  privilege  of  the 
floor  for  a  moment’s  discussion  of  the  playground 
situation. 
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It  is  hoped  that  something  will  be  done  concern¬ 
ing  the  playground  situation  during  1931.  A  move¬ 
ment  to  this  end  is  already  afoot,  headed  by  a  well- 
known  citizen  who  is  interested  in  the  schools,  and 
sponsored  by  others  who  are  also  interested. 

(21)  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

"  No  report  would  be  complete  or  properly  help¬ 
ful  to  Merrimac  citizens  that  did  not  keep  before 
their  minds  the  conspicuous  absence  of  systematic 
physical  education  from  our  public  schools.  It  is 
not  only  the  larger  communities  that  are  remember¬ 
ing  the  physical  child,  but  those  of  our  own  size,  and 
smaller.  One  of  our  own  Merrimac  citizens  com¬ 
mutes  across  the  river  to  administer  physical  edu¬ 
cation  daily  to  West  Newbury  children  throughout 
the  grades,  class  by  class. 

Physical  education  for  children  began  over  two 
thousand  years  ago,  among  the  Ancient  Greeks,  who 
fathered  modern  civilization.  If  any  Merrimac  cit¬ 
izen  is  older  than  that,  possibly  he  can  tell  how 
things  were  when  he  was  a  boy.  Among  the  Ancient 
Greeks  every  child  who  counted  spent  over  half  his 
time  building  up  his  physical  manhood  for  health, 
strength,  and  poise.  In  America,  every  child  counts. 

Prior  to  1915,  but  three  states  in  the  union  had 
compulsory  physical  education;  by  1925  the  three 
had  increased  to  thirty-four.  Our  own  General  Laws, 
Chapter  71,  Section  1,  prescribe  “indoor  and  outdoor 
games  and  athletic  exercises.” 

Systematic  physical  education  in  Merrimac 
schools  on  the  present  school  budget  would  be  im¬ 
possible,  even  if  we  had  the  playground. 
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(22)  FINANCIAL 

It  is  fitting  that  citizens  have  before  them  a 
summary  of  important  facts  concerning  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  which  they  support.  The  beginning  of 
any  intelligent  act  is  facts  first.  The  following, 
statistics  are  gleaned  from  (a)  the  1930  report  of 
the  state  department,  (b)  the  1930  report  of  survey 
by  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Teachers,  and  (c)< 
the  1930  figures  from  other  towns  in  the  district. 

Merrimac  stands: 

(1)  89th  among  the  total  112  small  Massa¬ 
chusetts  towns  in  its  class  in  the  average  amount, 
per  pupil  that  it  raises  out  of  taxation  for  the 
support  of  education. 

(2)  The  lowest,  or  27th,  among  the  27  towns- 
in  its  class  which  support  six-year  elementary 
schools  in  the  cost  per  elementary  pupil  for 
education  ($59.18  per  year). 

(3)  Among  the  four  lowest  in  the  state  of 
any  town  of  its  size  (the  other  three  being  the 
other  three  towns  in  this  district)  in  the  salary 
it  pays  its  superintendent  ($62.50  per  month). 

(4)  The  lowest  in  the  district  in  salary 
“scale”  for  its  teachers,  both  elementary  and 
high. 

When  the  total  amount  that  Merrimac  raises  at 
its  annual  meeting  (in  comparison  to  its  valuation) 
is  considered,  we  run  into  an  entirely  different  set 
of  figures.  Here  Merrimac  stands  9th  among  the 
aforesaid  112  towns  in  its  class.  There  is  but  one 
logical  answer:  Merrimac  has  been  very  generous 
in  its  consideration  of  the  needs  for  comforts  and 
progress  of  its  adult  citizens,  and  in  the  meanwhile 
has  apparently  become  unaware  of  the  parallel 
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needs  of  its  school  population.  It  must  certainly  be 
true  that  citizens  need  only  to  have  the  facts  brought 
to  their  attention.  The  question  of  the  distribution 
of  public  monies  is  a  matter  that  calls  for  the  best 
wisdom  of  the  most  public-minded  citizens;  it  is  a 
matter  in  any  town  which  deserves  thorough  can¬ 
vassing.  When  the  best  wisdom  of  any  town  once 
directs  its  attention,  no  one  need  worry  concerning 
the  town’s  policy  in  respect  to  its  youth. 

The  real  situation  is  that  Merrimac  is  raising 
less  and  less  for  her  schools  out  of  local  taxation. 
As  state  reimbursements  are  increased,  through  fig¬ 
ures  sent  to  the  state  from  the  superintendent’s  of¬ 
fice,  the  appropriation  is  not  being  increased  as  re¬ 
imbursements  intend,  instead  they  are  being  used 
for  reducing  the  tax  levy.  Thus  the  town  is  giving 
less  support  of  its  own  to  the  schools.  In  1930, 
$964.92  less  for  schools  came  out  of  local  taxation 
than  in  1929.  If  the  1930  census  figures  had  not 
shown  more  than  500  families  or  householders,  this 
figure  would  have  ben  $2,214.92,  that  is,  Merrimac 
could  have  added  two  thousand  dollars  to  the  school 
appropriation  (a  two  thousand  badly  needed)  and 
the  total  tax  levy  would  still  have  been  $214.92  less. 
As  it  was,  if  Merrimac  had  increased  the  appropria¬ 
tion  by  a  thousand  only  $35.08  of  this  would  have 
meant  added  taxation  over  1929.  The  actual  reduc¬ 
tion  in  tax-levied  money  in  1930  was  $65.66  more 
than  the  $899.26  estimate  in  the  1929  town  report. 
All  figures,  of  course,  refer  to  the  regular  school  ap¬ 
propriation  without  the  Rocks  Village  $165,  which 
was  special  and  separate. 

The  estimate  for  the  1931  receipts  from  the 
state  is  an  increase  of  $488.60  over  the  1930  figures, 
that  is,  a  total  increase  of  considerably  more  than  a 
thousand  over  the  1929  receipts.  It  is  reasonably 
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certain  that  $483.34  will  be  received  to  reduce  cost 
to  town  of  superintendent,  that  the  training  and  ex¬ 
perience  of  our  teachers  will  warrant  a  check  for 
$3,475.00  to  help  on  their  salaries  and  that  $3,170.62 
(as  against  $2,855.18  of  1930)  can  be  claimed  to 
help  on  transportation,  general  running  expenses, 
and  the  cost  of  an  extra  teacher  at  the  Port.  An  ad¬ 
ded  $173.16  estimate  on  state  wards  is  less  certain 
since  the  state  pays  by  the  day  according  to  atten¬ 
dance  and  exact  cost  as  figured  at  the  superinten¬ 
dent’s  office;  wards  may  be  absent  or  taken  from 
town.  On  the  other  hand  it  could  be  greater  if  new 
ones  were  added. 

Keeping  down  school  appropriations  is  short¬ 
sighted  policy  financially,  not  to  mention  other 
angles.  If  an  added  school  appropriation  in  a  town 
of  the  valuation-taxation  status  of  Merrimac  is  used 
for  any  of  several  items,  such  as  raising  the  salary  of 
low-paid  teachers,  or  adding  helping  teachers  for 
crowded  conditions,  or  increasing  transportation 
facilities,  half  of  it  comes  back  the  following  year  as 
an  added  reimbursement. 


(23)  THE  1930  SCHOOL  DOLLAR  IN 

MERRIMAC 

The  following  table  tells  the  story  of  the  school 
dollar  in  Merrimac  in  1930.  The  state  reimburse¬ 
ments  have  been  applied  in  proportionate  parts  to 
the  several  items  in  accordance  with  the  complex 
laws  governing  reimbursements.  The  results  show 
the  taxpayer  exactly  what  became  of  his  appro¬ 
priated  dollar.  The  items  that  were  supported  in 
whole  or  in  part  from  taxes  are  listed  in  order  of 
their  draught  upon  the  local  treasury. 

Of  each  dollar  the  following  part  was — 
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Reimbursed  by  checks  from  State  $ 

.234803 

Relieved  by  dog  tax 

.005179 

Returned  to  town  treasury,  unexpended 
Expended,  out  of  taxation 

.000588 

( i) 

Salaries,  elem.  teachers — 7 

.151182 

(  2) 

Salaries,  high  teachers — 4 

.110857 

(  3) 

Transportation 

.073296 

(  4) 

Salary,  high  prin. 

.060060 

(  5) 

Salary,  elem.  prin. 

.432304 

(  6) 

Salary,  elem.  prin. 

.032204 

(  7) 

Salary,  junior  high  teacher — 1 

.026304 

(  8) 

Fuel,  elementary' 

.024045 

(  9) 

Salary,  janitor  elem. 

.022149 

(10) 

Repairs,  junior  high 

.020964 

(11) 

Salaries,  music  and  drawing 

.020816 

(12) 

Supplies,  high 

.019084 

(13) 

Fuel,  high 

.015764 

(14) 

Repairs,  elem. 

.015469 

(15) 

Books,  elem. 

.014653 

(16) 

Salary,  janitor  high 

.013025 

(17) 

Supplies,  elem. 

.012764 

(18) 

Health 

.011097 

(19) 

Salary,  superintendent 

.010677 

(20) 

Cleaning,  etc.,  elem. 

.008024 

(21) 

Salary,  union  sec. 

.008006 

(22) 

New  equipment 

.007354 

(23) 

Supplies,  junior  high 

.006640 

(24) 

Books,  high 

.006623 

(25) 

Salary,  janitor  junior  high 

.005977 

(26) 

Repairs,  high 

.005553 

(27) 

Supt.,  transportation  and  sup¬ 
plies 

* 

.005197 

(28) 

Tuition  (Rock’s  Village) 

.005197 

(29) 

Cleaning,  etc.,  high 

.004414 

(30) 

Fuel,  junior  high 

.004017 

(31) 

Books,  junior  high 

.003839 

(32) 

Cleaning,  etc.  junior  high 

.003674 

(33) 

Attendance  officer 

.001601 
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(34)  Census,  school  children 

.000800 

(35)  School  committee’s  expenses 

.000458 

(36)  Unclassified 

.000190 

Total 

$1.00 

(24)  THE  1931  BUDGET 

(a) 

Salary,  superintendent 

$  750.00 

(b) 

Salary,  union  secretary 

250.00 

(c) 

Transportation,  and  onelfourth 
union  office  supplies 

250.00 

•(d) 

Census,  school  children 

25.00 

(e) 

Attendance  officer 

50.00 

(f) 

School  committee’s  expenses 

25.00 

(g) 

Salaries,  teachers 

18,500.00 

(h) 

Salaries,  music  and  drawing 

800.00 

(i) 

Substitutes 

200.00 

(j) 

Books  and  supplies 

1,200.00 

(k) 

Salaries,  janitors 

1,600.00 

(1) 

Fuel 

2,000.00 

(m) 

Cleaning,  janitor’s  supplies 

294.00 

(n) 

Repairs,  etc. 

600.00 

(o) 

Health 

$325.00 

(P) 

Transportation 

New  equipment 

2,896.00 

(q) 

i  . 

(r) 

Tuition 

'  60.00 

(s) 

Library,  school 

(t) 

Unclassified 

Total 

$29,825.00 

DISCUSSION  OF  ITEMS 
(a),  (b),  and  (c) — By  vote  of  union  committee. 

L .  ' 

(d),  (e) — Required  by  law. 

(f) — Less  than  $9  a  piece  for  reimbursement 
of  necessary  expenses. 
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(g)  — Contract  salaries,  plus  a  small  margin  for 
deserved  increases.  Merrimac  is  the  only  town  in  the 
union  without  a  definite  minimum-maximum  merit 
scale. 

(h)  — Contract  salaries. 

(i)  — Carries  a  total  liability  many  times  its 
size.  For  personal  illness  or  death  in  the  family  there 
is  a  short-time  allowance  in  each  school  year,  but 
budget  allows  average  of  less  than  three  days  per 
teacher  in  calendar  year. 

(j)  — In  1930  the  cost  was  $2,001.46.  This 
covers  all  text  books  new  or  replaced,  all  paper,  note 
books,  pencils,  laboratory  supplies,  etc.  1931  budget 
is  $801.46  less  than  1930  cost. 

(k)  — Contract  salaries. 

(l)  — The  average  cost  of  fuel  for  a  six-year 
period,  1924-1929,  was  $1,966.27. 

(m)  — Janitor's  supplies  and  cleaning  in  1930 
were  $584.75.  This  is  nearly  double  what  is  allowed 
on  the  1931  budget. 

(n)  — Upkeep,  painting  and  repairing  in  1930 
cost  $1,242.27.  This  is  more  than  double  what  is  al¬ 
lowed  on  the  1931  budget. 

(o)  — $250  for  nurse,  $50  for  physician,  $25  for 
supplies. 

(p)  — Contract  prices,  plus  insurance. 

(q)  — New  desks,  chairs,  maps,  etc.  Cost 
$229.65  in  1930,  but  nothing  can  be  allowed  on  1931 
budget. 

(r)  — One  pupil  to  Rock's  Village. 

(s)  — It  was  hoped  to  make  a  start  in  1931  in 
small  school  or  room  libraries  on  State  Certificate 
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Reading  List,  to  get  children  to  reading  best  books,, 
at  hand,  but  the  budget  allows  none  here.  Salisbury 
allowed  $30  a  room  in  1930. 

(t) — $5.94  was  spent  in  1930,  but  none  is  al¬ 
lowed  in  1931.  It  is  customary  and  courteous,  for 
instance,  if  an  invited  candidate  for  a  teaching  po¬ 
sition  comes  a  long  distance,  to  reimburse  carfare 
one  way. 

General  Discussion— When  all  movable  items 
in  the  1931  budget  (j,  m,  n,  q,  and  t)  were  kept  the 
same  as  in  1930,  the  budget  added  to  $31,795.07. 
The  $1,970.07  were  cut  out  of  summer  upkeep,  new 
equipment,  and  books  and  supplies.  The  increased 
figure  came  from  janitorial  salaries,  transportation, 
general  upkeep,  and  a  few  much-deserved  teacher 
increases.  It  was  only  in  view  of  business  depres¬ 
sion  that  the  1931  budget  was  cut  from  at  least 
$31,000,  badly  needed.  In  the  1930  State  report  the 
two  towns  listed  as  next  smaller  than  Merrimac  are 
listed  as  spending  $42,616.95  and  $51,729.28  res¬ 
pectively. 


(25)  HEALTH 

Dr.  F.  E.  Sweetsir  remains  school  physician,  and 
Mrs.  Jean  Badashaw  school  nurse.  Merrimac  has  no 
school  dentist,  as  have  the  other  three  towns  of  the 

district. 

In  the  fall,  during  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Badashaw,, 
Mrs.  Gertrude  D.  Andrews,  of  Merrimac,  was  sub¬ 
stitute  school  nurse.  On  December  2  Mrs.  Andrews 
reported  that  negotiations  with  the  state  board  had 
been  initiated  for  the  administration  of  a  Schick 
test  toxin-antitoxin  diphtheria-prevention  clinic. 
Whether  this  will  eventuate  in  Merrimac  in  1931  is 
not  yet  certain  at  the  end  of  1930.  In  Salisbury  in 
December,  with  Dr.  Archibald  from  the  state  as- 


SCHOOL  REPORT 


37 


sisting,  125  children  took  the  complete  treatment. 

At  the  end  of  1930,  Mrs.  Badashaw,  Merrimac 
Public  Health  Nurse,  filed  at  the  superintendent’s 
office  the  following  school  report  for  the  year: 


Number  of  home  visits  145 

Number  of  school  visits  274 

Pupils  enrolled  in  four  schools  418 

Pupils  examined  by  doctor,  nurse  assisting  56, 

Number  of  pupils  given  full  inspection  by 

nurse  418 

Number  of  pupils  with  defects — teeth,  74; 

corrections,  48;  vision,  11;  corrections,  5 
Number  of  pupils  who  have  had  contagious 

diseases  4 


On  June  28  The  Pre-School  Clinic  was  held  at 
Centre  School.  Seventeen  children  attended  and 
were  given  physical  examination  by  the  school  doc¬ 
tor  to  find  if  they  were  physically  fit  to  enter  school. 

(26)  PATRONS 

In  January  a  Century  Encyclopaedia  was  given 
to  the  Junior  High  School  by  a  well-known  citizen. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  September  17,  Mer¬ 
rimac  Grange,  No.  171,  P.  of  H.,  showed  its  inter¬ 
est  in  the  Merrimac  Schools  by  giving  a  reception 
to  the  teaching  staff. 

No  word  on  patrons  should  end  without  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  good  work  of  a  few  faithful  members 
of  the  Merrimac  Parent  Teacher  Association,  as 
well  as  the  steady  interest  of  the  large  group  of 
loyal  citizens  who  are  after  all  the  thews  and  sinews 
of  Merrimac’s  most  vital  organization — its  public 
schools. 
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(27)  REPORT  OF  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL 

PRINCIPAL 

Doctor  J.  C.  Page,  Superintendent  of  Schools  and 
Members  of  the  School  Board, 

Gentlemen : 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  of  the  Merrimac 
High  School  for  the  year  1930. 

Following  is  data  in  connection  with  the  fall 
term  of  the  school  year  1930-31. 
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39 

56 

41 

Total  enrollment  97 


It  is  noticeable  that  34  of  the  total  of  56  girls 
in  the  school  are  taking  the  Commercial  Course,  and 
that  25  boys  are  taking  the  Scientific  Preparatory 
Course.  The  latter  was  added  last  year  and  obvious¬ 
ly  has  proved  to  successfully  serve  as  a  guide  post 
to  a  more  definite  vocation. 
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Of  the  class  of  1930,  seven  are  continuing  their 
education,  one  of  whom  is  training  for  the  nurse’s 
profession.  There  would  no  doubt  have  been  a  few 
more  of  this  class  now  attending  colleges  were  it 
not  for  the  depression  in  business. 

Several  texts  have  been  renewed  and  replaced, 
particularly  in  the  Commercial  Department.  A  rea¬ 
sonable  expenditure  of  money  in  this  department 
seems  justified  owing  to  the  large  number  of  stu¬ 
dents  choosing  the  work.  I  believe  we  have  most  of 
the  recent  standard  texts  of  the  commercial  sub¬ 
jects  taught  in  the  high  school  which  are  very  ably 
supplemented  by  Miss  Dozois’  excellent  methods  of 
teaching. 

We  endeavor  to  maintain  College  Board 
Standards  in  all  subjects  relating  thereto.  The  col¬ 
lege  certificate  grade  is  85%.  This  means  that  any 
student  going  on  to  college  may  do  so  without  ex¬ 
amination  in  subjects  in  which  he  earns  an  average 
of  at  least  85%.  It  is  strongly  recommended  to  pa¬ 
rents  of  students  planning  to  go  to  any  college  that 
they  obtain  a  catalogue  of  the  chosen  college  as 
early  as  possible,  preferably  before  the  student 
enters  high  school.  Each  year  we  have  one  or  more 
students  who  just  before  gradaution  desire  to  go 
on  in  education  with  the  usual  result  that  they  find 
they  have  been  following  the  wrong  course  for 
preparation.  Sometimes  in  such  instances  the  stu¬ 
dent  takes  examinations  for  which  he  is  not  fitted, 
or  else  gains  entrance  to  the  college  and  fails,  in 
the  work.  This  is  apt  to  unfairly  reflect  upon  the 
high  school. 

The  students  are  advised  in  the  Junior  High 
School  of  college  entrance  requirements  and  many 
times  during  their  high  school  career  this  is  brought 
to  their  attention. 
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...  Noteworthy  among  the  student  activities  is  the 
increased  responsibility  of  the  student  government 
body.  All  students  in  the  high  school  are  members 
of  the  student  government.  A  council  composed  of 
student  leaders  and  representatives  from  each  class 
has  done  much  toward  teaching  in  the  government 
of  their  own  affairs.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  each 
year  this  body  has  placed  a  more  important  and 
respected  part  in  the  life  of  the  high  school  student. 

In  athletics,  interclass  games  i  n  basketball 
among  both  the  girls  and  among  the  boys  has  in¬ 
duced  many  students  to  participate  in  playful  exer¬ 
cise  who  otherwise  would  have  neglected  the  most 
important  duty  of  keeping  the  body  strong  and 
healthy.  The  students  of  the  Junior  High  School 
have  been  invited  to  take  part  and  have  attended 
the  games  and  practices  in  large  numbers.  This 
marks  only  a  small  beginning  in  what  we  should  do 
in  the  future. 

I  therefore  recommend,  for  the  benefit  of  all 
the  students  of  all  the  schools,  a  suitable  playground, 
conveniently  located,  and  properly  equipped  for  all 
common  playground  activities.  The  uses  for  such  a 
playground  are  many.  Football,  baseball,  field 
hockey,  track,  outdoor  basketball  games  and  many 
others,  all  of  which  at  the  present  time  cannot  be 
conducted  properly  because  of  the  lack  of  a  play¬ 
ground.  Not  only  would  the  high  school  benefit  by 
a  playing  field  for  interschool  games  of  football  or 
baseball,  but  all  of  the  children  would  gain.  The 
cardinal  object  in  education  is  health.  Health,  be¬ 
cause  a  sound  mind  is  impaired  by  an  unhealthy 
sickly  body.  Health  is  a  difficult  objective  to  meet, 
however,  without  at  least  a  suitable  place,  a  play¬ 
ground,  at  which  this  work  may  be  carried  on. 

Although  it  takes  but  about  forty  seconds  to 
empty  the  building  at  the  fire  signal,  it  is  necessary 
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to  use  the  same  bell  for  this  signal  as  is  used  for 
changing  classes.  To  one  who  knows  what  the  fire 
signal  is,  it  is  not  difficult  to  distinguish  between 
the  three  bell  signal  to  leave  the  building  and  the 
one  bell  signal  for  changing  classes.  Should  occasion 
arise  during  which  the  wrong  signal  was  given  by 
an  operator  unfamiliar  with  the  different  signals, 
confusion  and  possible  disaster  might  result.  I  sug¬ 
gest,  therefore,  a  fire  gong  in  both  the  upper  and 
lower  corridors  operated  by  push  buttons  suitably 
marked  for  fire  signals. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Dr.  Page,  and 
the  School  Committee  for  their  cooperation  and 
support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  D.  MacKAY, 

Principal. 
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(29)  HIGH  SCHOOL  ATHLETIC  DATA 

1929-30 

Boys  who  earned  a  Letter  in  Basketball — Cap¬ 
tain  Laurence  Colman,  ’30 ;  Raymond  Odiorne,  ’30 ; 
George  Trefethen,  ’31;  Wilfred  Journeay,  ’31; 
Charles  Whitcomb,  ’32;  Robert  Carter,  ’32;  Mana¬ 
ger  Arthur  Carroll,  ’30. 

Girls  who  earned  a  Letter  in  Basketball — Cap¬ 
tain  Annah  Eaton,  ’30;  Winnifred  Manning,  ’30; 
Donna  Hall,  ’30 ;  Dorothy  Larivee,  ’30 ;  Hilda  Kids- 
ton,  ’30;  Charlotte  Haskell,  ’31;  Pearl  Morgan,  ’31; 
Marion  Howe,  ’31;  Charlotte  Franklin,  ’32;  Mana¬ 
ger  Dorothy  Hale,  ’30. 

Boys  who  earned  a  Letter  in  Baseball — Captain 
Frank  Haskell,  ’30;  Raymond  Odiorne,  ’30;  Ralph 
Smith,  ’30;  Raymond  Sawyer,  '31;  Wilfred  Journeay 
’31;  Charles  Whitcomb,  ’32;  George  Merritt,  ’34; 
Ronald  Sarasin,  ’33;  Manager  William  Calnan,  ’33. 

(30)  HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATES 

Commercial — Alice  Ada  Buzzelle. 

General — Ralph  E.  Smith. 

Scientific — Raymond  Joseph  Odiorne. 

General — Charlotte  Clement  Staples. 

General — Laurence  Edmund  Colman. 
Commercial — Donna  Ellen  Hall. 

Scientific — Frank  Russell  Haskell. 

Commercial — Winnifred  Alice  Manning. 
General — Arthur  Ernest  Carroll. 

Commercial — Annah  Gertrude  Eaton. 
Commercial — Claudia  Edwina  Chard. 

College — Dorothy  Elaine  Hale. 

College — Yvonne  Dorothea  Larivee. 

Normal — Hilda  Marie  Kidston. 

Commercial — Helen  Edith  Franklin. 
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Commercial — Mildred  Frances  Deminie. 
Commercial — Margaret  Cecelia  Peaslee. 
Normal — Virginia  Mae  Goodwin. 
Normal — Edith  Althea  Gillen. 


(31)  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATES 


'Clifton  Vinal  Bixby  Janice  Evelyn  Howe 
Marie  Victoria  O.  Busch  Margaret  Elizabeth  Hoyt 
Charlotte  Lotti  Bushong  Renee  Isaacs 


Lois  Avis  Clark 
Lorin  Gilman  Clark 
Leo  Gregory  Dobben 
Leon  Lamoille  Dow 
Albert  Ernest  Goodwin 


Willard  T.  Kelly,  Jr. 

Ada  Ramsey  Lawrence 
George  William  Merritt 
John  Francis  MeCarron 
William  Peted  MeCarron 


Norma  Pauline  Goodwin  Edson  Frederick  Peaslee 
Irene  E.  Hargraves  Helen  Pauline  Sanuk 

Daniel  Everett  HargravesHarold  James  Smith 
Virginia  B.  Harrison  John  Henry  Tammik 

Beatrice  E.  Hazeltine  Ethel  Gould  Tarbox 

Helen  Marjorie  How  Monroe  B.  Whittier 


(32)  SCHOLARSHIP  HONORS 
HIGH  SCHOOL 

High  school  honors  are  arranged  in  order  of 
rank,  but  an  asterisk  (*)  or  a  (})  means  a  tie.  All 
honors  are  for  the  school  year  ending  June,  1930. 
For  high  honor  the  year’s  average  must  be  90%  or 
over;  for  honor  from  85%  to  90%.  The  highest  on 
the  list  has  a  year’s  average  of  94%. 


HIGH  HONOR 


Hilda  Kidston 
Phyllis  Colby 
Charlotte  Franklin 
Charles  Whitcomb 


Raymond  Odiorne 
Virginia  Goodwin 
*  Arthur  Hoyt 
^Jennie  Joudrey 
Donna  Hall 
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Dorothy  Eastman 
Yvonne  Hardy 
*  Dorothea  Larivee 
^Winifred  Manning 
JRuth  Eastman 
JJohn  Walker 
Charlotte  Haskell 
Kenneth  Fowle 


HONOR 

Iva  Sylvester 
*Edith  Gillen  - 
*Elsie  Pease 
JHelen  Franklin 
JAlice  Thorne 
Pearl  Morgan 
Evelyn  Gilmore 
Rosella  Lawrence 


Margaret  Peaslee 


JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 
Junior  High  and  elementary  honors  are  arranged. 

alphabetically 


8TH  GRADE 

Norma  Pauline  Goodwin  Ada  Ramsey  Lawrence 
Daniel  Hargraves  William  Peter  McCarron 

Virginia  B.  Harrison  Edson  Frederick  Peaslee 

Willard  T.  Kelly,  Jr.  Helen  Pauline  Sanuk 

7TH  GRADE 

*Inez  Blackdew  Arlene  Hirst 

Howard  deLong  James  Liberty 

*  Margaret  Dow  Elinor  MacDonald 

Paul  Morgan 

*2nd  honors 


CENTRE  SCHOOL 

Sixth  Grade 


Helen  Brady 
Leona  Child 
Donald  DeLong 
Charlotte  How 
James  How 
Flora  Joudrey 
Phyllis  Hoyt 


Helen  Kennett 
.Marion  Perkins 
Mary  PI  on  a 
Elsie  Raymond 
Winnifred  Reardon 
Lester  Sweeney 
Mary  Waterhouse 


SCHOOL  REPORT 


Fifth  Grade 


Helen  Carter 
William  Casazza 
Marjorie  Emery 
Harold  Fitzgerald 
Arlene  Hazeltine 
Thelma  Hughes 
Myron  Kelly 
Luther  Lawrence 


Franklin  Liberty 
Shirley  Lord 
Raymond  McDonnell 
George  Odiorne 
Gladys  Robinson 
Evelyn  Traves 
Dorothy  Urquhart 
Muriel  Wallace 


Gertrude  Bacon 
James  Barry 
Robert  Burbeck 


Fourth  Grade 

Helena  MacDougall 
Berdina  Schiavoni 
Beth  Whiting 
Mary  Whiting 


Richard  Bean 
Marjorie  Gilmore 
Natalie  Merritt 


Third  Grade 

Beatrice  Odiorne 
Anna  Sargent 
Stanley  Whiting. 


Second  Grade 

Constance  Judkins  Shirley  Nelson 

Robert  MacDougall  Evelyn  Streeter 

Winifred  McCarron  Armand  Vallieres 

Shirley  Whiting 


Raymond  Anderson 
Russell  Bowser 
Arthur  Collins 
Alfred  Dion 
Clifford  Howe 
Albert  Lay 
Reed  Manning 
Marcellus  Nason 
Richard  Thomas 
Donna  Darbe 


:  Grade 

Betty  Emery 
Dorothy  Flynn 
Mary  Fortin 
Pearl  Hargraves 
Eva  Heath 
Evelyn  Hughes 
Irene  Lamb 
Evelyn  Lang 
Virginia  Peaslee 
Catherine  Walton 
Weeks 
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MERRIMACPORT  SCHOOL 


Fifth  and  Fourth  Grades 

Anna  Foster  Helen  Foster 

Frances  Plona 


Third,  Second  and  First  Grades 

Norman  Deminie  Charlotte  Pierce 

Marjorie  How  Frederick  Regis,  Jr. 

Elouise  Pierce  Norman  Sande 

Clifford  Wallace 


(33)  PERFECT  ATTENDANCE 

Not  absent  for  8  years,  Sept.  1922  to  June  1930 

Grace  Chaput 

Not  absent  for  6  years,  Sept.  1924  to  June  1930 

Frances  Gilmore 

Not  absent  for  4  years,  Sept.  1926  to  June  1930 

Donald  DeLong  Howard  DeLong 


Not  absent  for  3  years,  Sept.  1927  to  June  1930 
Margaret  Dow  John  Franklin 


Not  absent  for  2  years,  Sept.  1928  to  June  1930 

Leona  Noone  Allegra  Spinney 

Roland  Roberge 

Not  absent  for  1  year,  Sept.  1929  to  June  1930 


Dorothy  Eastman 
Ruth  Eastman 
Helen  Franklin 
Evelyn  Gilmore 
Dorothy  Hale 
Elizabeth  Merrill 
Ruth  Sheldon 
Herman  Beloff 
Vernon  Burnham 
Ramsford  Spinney 


Frederick  Kennett 
Shirley  Lord 
Melnott  Connor 
Ralph  Sargent 
Marjorie  Fowle 
Karl  Busch 
Beatrice  Odiorne 
Bertha  Clark 
Sylva  Clark 
George  Clark,  Jr. 


SCHOOL  REPORT 
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C  harles  Whitcomb 
Pearl  Robinson 
Helen  Kennett 


Donald  Harvey 
Charlotte  Pierce 
Ansel  Clark 


(34)  COMMENDABLE  ATTENDANCE  LIST 

MERRIMAC  HIGH  SCHOOL 


Evelyn  Beloff 
Irving  Blake 
George  Busch 
William  Calnan 
Ernest  Carroll 
Everett  Carroll 
Bernard  Casazza 
Claudia  Chard 
Irma  Corney 
Eugene  Deminie 
Annah  Eaton 
Kenneth  Fowle 
Charlotte  Franklin 
Edith  Gillen 
Lucille  Godin 
Donna  Flail 
Marion  Howe 
Arthur  Hoyt 
Jennie  Joudrey 


Russell  Kelly 
Hilda  Kidston 
Rosella  Lawrence 
Winnifred  Manning 
Donald  McDougall 
Pearl  Morgan 
Jeanette  Odiorne 
Raymond  Odiorne 
Elsie  Pease 
Virginia  Reardon 
Nordis  Sande 
Constanti  Sanuk 
Esther  Sargent 
Arlene  Smith 
Ralph  Smith 
Iva  Sylvester 
Alice  Thorne 
Elwood  Thornton 
George  Trefethen 


JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 


Francis  Bailey 
Marie  Busch 
Natalie  Carroll 
Lorin  Clark 
Virginia  Harrison 
Arlene  Hirst 
Margaret  Hoyt 


Norma  Mader 
Ruth  Metcalf 
Paul  Morgan 
Hortense  Sande 
Helen  Sanuk 
Chester  Streeter 
Virginia  Streeter 
Ethel  Tarbox 


-i 


so 
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CENTRE  SCHOOL 

Grade  6 

Glenna  Blackden  Robert  Calnan 

Helen  Brady  Mary  Plona 

Clayton  Urquhart 


CENTRE  SCHOOL 

Grade  5 

Mythel  Collins  Raymond  McConnell 

Harold  Fitzgerald  Frances  Plona 

Arlene  Hazeltine  Gladys  Robinson 

Myron  Kelly  Leon  Smith 

Dorothy  Urquhart 


CENTRE  SCHOOL 

Grade  4 

Staffy  Gortot  Arthur  Lockwood 

Charlotte  Sande 

CENTRE  SCHOOL 

Grade  3 

Harrison  DeLong  Isabelle  Heath 

Ellen  Flynn  Catherine  McMasters 

Elaine  Noone 

CENTRE  SCHOOL 

Grade  2 

Leo  Busch  Thomas  Jones 

Jennie  Bushong  Francis  Noone 

Ruth  Donahue  Helen  Tammik 

CENTRE  SCHOOL 

Grade  1 

Everett  Fowle  Evelyn  Lang 

Evelyn  Hughes  Albert  Nason 

Virginia  Peaslee 


SCHOOL  REPORT 
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MERRIMACPORT  SCHOOL 
Helen  Mader  Elouise  Pierce 

James  Mader  Lillian  Sande 

Norman  Sande 
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